Companies Act Amendment Bill, [29 Jury, 1896.]

venience to the profession, and I do not °

think hon. members will have any objec-
tion to it. The principal clause of the
Bill I am asking the House to agrec to is
the 4th. Hon. members will see by
Section 203 of the principal Act, that any
foreign company carrving on business in
this colony, contrary to the provisions of
the Act, is liable to a penalty of £20,
besides which it cannot proceed in any
court of law without first showing that it
has complied with previous sections of
the Act as to registration, &c. In the
case of a foreign compauvy wishing to sue
for any small debt, it is necessarv to call
an officer of the Supreme Couwrt te prove
the registration of the company and
other matiers, and this involves consider-
able expense without any necessity for it.
On the goldfields especially it is very
difficult for a company to sue unless it 1s
prepared to go to the expense of bringing
an officer all the way from Perth. I
propose to rectify this by providing that
when u foreign company is registered
here, and has complied with the Act, the
Registrar shall issue a certificate, which
shall be evidence in any court of law of
the incorporation of the company, as in
the case of local companies. I do not
propose to carry the Bill beyond the
second reading to-day, becanse I wish to
make Cluuse 4, as it appears in the Bill,
somewhat clearer before we go into com-
mitiee, I now move that the Bill be
read a second time.

Tue Hox. S. H. PARKER : T desire
to say that I have gone through this Bill,
and T think it contains very desirable
amendments. I had the honour of draw-
ing the Companies Act for the Govern-
ment, and I regret that it did not strike
me to insert such clauses as these at the
time. At Cue I fail to see how a company
could sue at all for a small deht, because
the expense of bringing an officer of the
Court as a witness would probably exceed
the amount of the debt. Under this Bill
the necessary formalities may be proved
in the case of a foreign company in the
same way that they are proved in the
case of a local company—namely, by the
production of the certificate of registration
which is issued by the Registrar.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

E. H. Wittenoom): I move that the '

debate be adjourned until the next sitting
of the House,
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Motion put und passed.
Debate adjournerd aceordingly,

POWERS OF ATTORNEY BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first time.

ABRICULTURAL BANK ACT AMEND-
MEXNT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first time,

SUMMARY JURISDICTION (MARRIED
WOMEN'S) ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was reccived from the Legis-

lative Assembly, and was rcad a first time.

ADJOURNMEXNT.
The House, at 455 o'clock p.m., ad-
journed until Wednesday, August 5th,
1896, at 4:30 o'clock p.m.

Fegislatibe Pssembly,
Wednesday, 29th July, 1896.

Deeds of Armungement Bill; first rending—3Totion :
Inguiry inlo ennses of high price of meat—Agri-
enltoral Londs Purchase BRill; third reading—
Muuicipal Institutions Act Amendment Bill; second
rending—Adoption of Children Bill ; in committee—
Counstitution Act Amendment {Redistribution of
Beats) Bill; second rending—Adjournment.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PrRAYERS.

DEEDS OF ARRANGEMENT BILL.

Introduced by Mr Moss, and read a
first time.

MOTION — INQUIRY INTQ CAUSES OF
HIGH PRICE OF MEAT,

Mr. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, moved ¥ That a Joint Select Com.
mittee of both Houses be appointed to
inguire into the canses of the present high
price of meat, and to suggest such means
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as may appear most desirable for the pur-
pose of etfecting a reduction in the price
of good, wholesome meat to the consnmer,
without too seriously endangering the
future of the pastoral interests.” 1t will
not need many words from me to recom-
mend this motion to the consideration of
hon. members. Many of us are aware
that the community, generally, are not at
all satisfied with the manuer in which they
are supplied with butcher's meat, nor with
the quality or the price. The information
we bhave lately had placed before us, in
the report of the Chief Inspector of Stock,
emplasises very strongly the necessity of
examination into this question ; and such
an inquiry is of paramount importance to
the people resident in the chief towns,
and of no less importance to the producers
of ment. The complaint of the consumer
is that he has to pay an enormous price
for bis meat, and the complaint of the
producer is that he does not get his fair
share of the price paid. There is no
question that the condition of the pastoral
interest at the present time in this coleny
is not one which can stand very great de-
pression bevond what it is suffering at
present; and, thervefore, it is important
that this House should appoint a Select
Comunittee to look closely into the whole
matter, and recommend some method by
which an improvement may be instituted.

Mzr. MORAN: This House will re-
member that last session a very animated
discussion took place on this very ques-
tion, and I think there were a division or
two affecting the price of meat, both fresh
and tinued, and also the import duty that
is placed on live stock. I do not know
whether the mover of this motion voted
in favour of the removal of the 30s. per
head stock tax, or whether he voled
against it. It is the last part of this
motion that strikes me as rather damaging
to the rvest of it. Tt reads: “That a
Joint Select Committee of both Houses be
appointed to inguire into the causes of the
present high price of meat, and to suggest
such means as may appear most desirable
for the purpose of effecting a reduction
in the price of good, wholesome ment to
the consumer.” I think it might well
have stopped there, and that it should
not go on to say: “ Without too seriously
endangering the future of the pastoral
interests,” We know that 1t does not
require a very long and earnest considera-
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tion of this question tn arvive at the
truth of it, and that is, that the most
popular belief is that the pastoral interest
of the colony, and also the butclering
ring of this city, are keeping up the price
of meat. To the ordinary eye it would
appear, at once, that the first step to be
talen for reducing the price of meat
should be to allow cattle to be imported
into this coloiy, for slaughtering pur-
poses, free of duty. It dees not require
two moments' consideration to arrive at
that conclusion. We know that these
very-much-protected pastoralists cannot
grow anything like one-half sufficient
weat to supply the requirements of this
colony, and yet there is an import duty
of 30s. per head on live stock; whilst we
know, at the same time, that any new
arrival from other colonies or frem the
old country is struck dumb at the enor-
mous price of meat in this colony,
especially when he finds that in the most
populons parts of the colony, and in
Perth, as its most populons centre, he has
to pay 9d. o 1b. for meat.

Tur PrEmIEr: No; not so much as
that.

Mr. RawpeLn: One and sixpence a
pound has been charged in Perth.

Mr. MORAN: It is evident the
Premier has not had time to look over his
household accounts. T say that even if
the price were 7d. or 8d., it is an extra-
ordinary fact that in all the Eastern sea-
boards of Australia, meat, at this time,
can be bought at one-third or one-fourth
the price now charged by the bufchers in
Western Australia; and this is the price
charged here at o time when Australia
sends frozen meat 13,000 miles to
England to feed the enormous population,
and what is called the submerged tenth
of the great cities of the old country.
Meat from Australia can be sent all that
distance, and sold retail in shops at a
price anly about one-half of what is
charged in Western Australin. 1 was
much struck the other night with the
DPremier's utterances on the Coolgardie
Water Supply Bill, when he referred so
tenderly to the working man, and gave a
dismal picture to this House in describ-
ing how no miner on the goldfields could
afford to bring his family, and keep them
on the fields, because of the high cost for
water; but I may tell the Prewier now,
as the representative of those goldfields
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in this House, that the two factors
militating against the increase of popula-
tion on the goldficlds—against the miners
bringing their fumilies there—are, firstly,
the enormous cost of the necessaries of
life, and, secondly, the high cosl of meat;
these canses together being twice as in-
jurious in their effect as the high cost of
water, upon which the Premer laid so
much stress. T can assure him that what
mainly keeps back families from scttling
on the goldfields is the high yrice of
meat, together with the high cost of other
necessaries of lite; these being a greater
hindrance to the bringing of miners'
families into this colony, than any other
caunse, ‘T'here aré three great causes
operating against the populating of the
goldfields by the settlement of families.
One is that men who want to bring their
families there cannot get homesteads to
settle on—they cannot get residential
arces without & lot of trouble. The
second cause is the high cost of the
necessaries of life, which are too high to
enzble miners to keep their families on
the goldfields. Thirdly, the high price
of meat, which deters settlement much
more than the high price of water.

Twe Premicr: You are changing your
opinion.

Mr. MORAN:No; I am not; and, even
if I had changed my opinion, a man's
latest utterances may be taken to have a
certain amount of weight. I say the
high cost of meat in this colony is a stand-
ing disgrace to the Legislature. T say it
is a standing disgrace, also, that men
should come into this House, and con-
tend, tooth and nail, for keeping an
obnoxious duty on jmported cattle in
order to put money in their own pockets,
while thousands of poor families have to
pay the increased price resulting from
that tax. Surely, if people in the other
colonies can grow meat and send it here
at a profit, the pastoralists in the Kim-
berley district of ourown colony,and other
portions of it, who are not farther away
o point of distance, ought to be able to
competeon fair terms against theimported
stock. We are also told by these gentle-
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appeuar a small matter, but it amounts to
30s. a head on a bullock, and that is 100
per ceni. increase on the cost price at
which stock can be bought wholesale in
other colonies for importation here. I
told the Premier last vear that he could

" buy good beasts in Queensland for 30s. to

£3 o head; therefore, imagine 100 per
vent. increase on the cost price when the
butchers sell that meat to cousumers in
this colony ! It seems ridiculous that
we, who cannot grow half enough meat
for the prople of this eolony, and cannot
do without neat, should yet put o handi-
cap of 75 to 100 per cent. on the price, as
compared with the price at which the
weit can be bought wholesade elsewhere,
The tax also prevents people from stock-
ing this conntry with store cattle. The
member for West Kimberley interjects
that store cattle are fat cattle, but T say
store cattle are not fat cattle. He knows
he is cutting the truth very close in say-
ing that. In convection with this motion,
I should have liked to see the Govern-
ment taking this matter up, and giving a
bonus to some individual or company who
will goin largely for importing frozen meat
from other colonies into Western Australia.
The Government wmight well do this,
especially with half a million of surplus
revenue, and thus encourage and assist
those who wish to supply the colony with
good marketable meat at a reasonable
cost. This would, in the most effectual
manner, do goud to the colony. At
present the people are actually deterred
from coming to settle heve owing to the
high cost of living. If every man, woman,
and child added to the population is
worth from £3 to £4 per annum to the
colony through the Customs, the loss of
a few hundreds or thousands of pounds
would be more than justified if the effect
was to encourage the settlement here of
the families of the 50,000 men on our
goldfields. And what would be the effect
on those producers who are now pro-
tected ? A few persons would, perhaps,
lose Ly the consequent increased com-
petition in the stock trade; but it would

» make them more energetic in using the

meu themselves that land in the Kimber- | t
© hetter advantage. Look at the Kimberlay

ley district is equally as good and fer-
tile, and is equally as capable of growing
cattle, as any land i Australia. Why,
then, should we put this terrible impost
oo meat* A halfpenny 2 pound may

lands they have by working them to

district. for instance: where now only
ten bullocks are being raised on a run,
the land would turn ont hundreds. T
hope this will be the attitude of the select
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committee, and that they will report to
the House recommending the immediate
removal of the stock tax. Whether the
effect of that tax on the price of meat is
real or imaginary, it is certain that in
the Eastern colonies the consumer has
not to pay such a high price for his meat
as we have.

Tur PrEmMIER: The other colonies also
have a stock tax.

Mg. MORAN : But they arenot in the
same position ag we are. We cannot
grow half enough meat for our own
people, whereas the other colonies grow
enough to export. I have much pleasure
tn supporting the motion, but would
prefer to see the latter part omitted. Of
course this simply means that the com-
ittee will take all sides of the question
mto consideration, but we, as consumers,
can only take one fact mlo consideration,
and that is that meat is 9d. or 10d. per
Ib., and that price has to be paid when
we have markets for the meat in all pares
of the coleny. The fact that the squatters
in the Kimnberley district, having a fair
fleld and ne favour, do not take full
advantage of all their opportunities, must
reflect upon themselves as business men.
I am glad to have had the opportunity of
saying a few words in support of this
motion.

Mer. A FORRESYT: Speaking to this
very important question, 1 intend to sup-
port the motion of the hon. member for
Beverley, because I think the object he
has in view is & good one; but I am sorry
to hear in this enlightened House the
hon. member for Yilgarn speaking on a
subject which he understands little or
nothing about, and placing before this
House, as facts, statements and figures
which are altogether erroneons. I weuld
like to ask hon. members if the retail
cost of meat—which one member says is
1s. 6d. per lb., which is excessive, and
others say is 6d., 7d., or 8d. a pound—is
so high as is stated ; and seeing that this
market is open to meat from all parts of
the world, whether the removal of a duty
equal to only 1d. per 1b. would make any
material difference in the cost of imported
meat, or would cheapen the price to con-
sumers. Surely the fact would commend
itself to tho intelligence of squatiers in
the Euastern colouies, if they saw an
opportunity for placing first-class stock
in this market with o duty of only 4d.
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per 1b, on i, that it would be profitable
to send weat here, if producers are
getting large prices for meat grown in
the colony.

Me. Moran: They would be opposed
by the butchers’ ring.

Mr. A. FORREST: The stock is
offered for sale here by public auction,
and values ave determined 1n open murket.
At the most, the tax only amounts to 1d.
per 1b.

Mr. Morax: It is 30s. per head.

Mr. A. FORREST: 8o far as [ am
personally concerned, and speaking as a
squatter, I should not care if the duty
were to be taken off. It would, in fact,
mean thousands of pounds more profit
to my firm, as importers of stock, if the
duty were tuken off. So long as you
tax the squatters' chaff, flour, corn, butter,
and nearly everything they use, they bave
a right to ask for a certasin amount of
protection in return, provided it is reason-
able; or, if you strike off these duties,
the squatter will be prepared to forego
the stock tax. Those who have hecn in
the pastoral industry know how unpro-
fitable it is; and that has been my
experience during the last ten yeurs.

Mr. Moran : Why don't you chuck it
up, then?

Mr. A. PORREST: The hon. member
says, why doa't I “chuck it up.” I am
not in a position to do so. Those finan.
¢ial institations which have advanced the
money to improve pastoral properties are
not prepared to release me or others from
our obligations; bt if the hon. member
for Yilgarn thinks that stock raising is
such a very profitable business, I should
be glad to transfer large pastoral proper-
ties to him for the amount owing on the
stations, and any further liability to the
bank—-that is, if the Bank will take his
name instead of mine. Unless you agree
to take the duties off the goods used by
Northern settlers, why should they not
have some measure of protection? They
have a very hard life—I would say no
class in the colony has a harder life;
for thev are subject to droughts and
flopds, while the cost of bringing their
stock to market is enormous. Bullocks
which we could afford to sell at £6 on
the stationg, have to be vharged at the
rate of £10 u head in the market, owing
to the heavy cost of transit and the
losses. We can sell cattle in Kimberley,
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before shipment, cheaper than they can
bs bought for in any colony, excepting
Queensland.  Although the hon. member
states that stock can be bought at £2 to
£2 10s. per head in the Eastern coionies,
I can prove that, in Melbourne at the
present time, best joints fetch 7d. or 8d.
per 1. The importations coming to the
colony at the present time are brought
here hecause this is the nearest market,
and there is little or no profit to the
importer. I can say, from 20 years' ex-
perience, that I have never seen a butcher
making his fortune. I understand that
the object of the suggested commiitee is
to ascertain whether there are any means
of reducing the price of meat to the
consumer. I hope that the difficulties
and dangers attendunt on the importation
of stock will not be lost sight of, as well
as the fact that the price of meat in the
Eastern colonies has lately risen. In June
last owr tirm inported a large quantity of
bullocks, and on one shipment we lost
£3,000, being equal to move than half the
cattle on board. We were unable to
effect insurance, and when the remainder
of the cattle were landed of course the
limited supply increased the cost to the
consumer, and we lost £3,000 on the
transaction. I have not met anyone who
bas made his fortune by importing live
stock into this colony. OQur firm has had
to pay the 3d. per lb. of duty as well as
others. If you can show the producers of
meaf in Sonth Australiaand Victoria that
they will, by paying only a halfpenny per
Ib. of duty, get 8d. per Ib. nett for their
meat, prices will fall at least 50 per cent.
A few producers elsewhere have tried the
experiment by sending their excess cattle
over here, and what is the result? The
expenses were s0o enormous that it wus
impossible to make the operation pay.
Personally T should be glad to see the
stock tax taken off; but the people in
our Northern districts should receive
greater help than they have had already.
The halfpenny per pound is certainly
a little help, but on the stock our firm
has imported there have heen frequent
losses. T shall support the motion, as
I believe the mover's intention is good ;
but as to the allegation that the import
duty is the cause of the high price of
meat to consumers, I deny that altogether.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: T shall sup- .

port the wmotion of the hon. member for
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Beverley, but, at the same time, I wish
to point out that there is no possible
chance of effecting the object in view—a
reduction in the high price of meat—as
that does not come within the range of
this House, owing to its relation to those
mysteries of trade over which we have no
power. We do not know how the hon.
member intends to examine the (uestion
—whether he intends also to recommend
the removal of the duty on frozem or
tinned meat. No possible gnod can come
out of this motion, because we cannot
deal with all the intricacies of business,
nor is it desirable that this House should
do so. I cannot see what purpose this
motion ¢an serve, unless it is to ascertain
the desirability or otherwise of retainiug
the present duty on stock. I %mnow
nothing about hutchering—except that I
pay my butcher’s hill, and it is not a very
large one—and I do not want to know
anything; but in the course of business
I have been in communication with one
of the butchering firms of Victoria, and
those people, for eighteen months, have
been writing to me with the object of
getting information in reference to this
market. T have been repeatedly assured
by that firm—and I give this statement
from one of the largest firms in Victoria
for what it is worth—that they would
establish business relations with this
market if it were not for the stock tax.
If the market is strong and the profits
are high, becanse there is a limited
supply and not sufficent competition,
anything that will tend in the direction of
healthy competition must necessarily
reduce the middleman’s profits. Wehave
been informed that the grower is not
getting anything near the price that is
being charged to the consumer, and that
the grower does not make a profit. Of
course the butcher, like everyone else,
must have his profit; but the difference
between the price charged by the vendor
of the stock wnd the price charged by
the retailer of the meat is very great
indeed. It 1s said this difference does
not go to the grower, and, if this be so,
and 1if the market interests are suffici-
ently strong to keep down competition,
it is clear that if we can introduce into
this colony meat from other places, com-
petition will be induced, and the price
must necessarily fall. If we go in this
. direction, T thiuk something can be done;
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but I cannot see how any good can be
done unless the two questions to which I
have referred are dealt with. The hon.
member for West Kimberley argued that
if the duty is to be tuken off stock, some
consideration should be showun to the
pastoral industry. Last year a Bill was
passed by this House which took the duty
off woolpacks—distinctly in the interest
of pastoralists. The duty was also taken
off fencing wire, and off ten and sugar.
[Mr. A. Forrest: For the miners.]
These concessions distinctly apply to the
question at issue. As for as I am con-
cerned, and also others on this side of the
House, we shall be glad to act on the
suggestion of the hon. member for West
Kimberley, and take the duty off flour
and breadstuffs, but this course would
meet with very strong opposition.

Tue PrEmiEr: You would take half
the revenue.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH: No; these
items bring in only about £130,000 a
year. The Premier knows quite as well
as 1 do that taking off some duties does
not affect the revenue.

TaE PreEvier: If you take it all, what
then ?

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : By taking the
duties off the necessaries of life you do
not materially affect the revenue, because
the surplus money is spent on those
things which pay a larger tribute to the
revenue. [THeE Premier: Question?]
Experience teaches that fact. There is
free trade In New South Wales, and in
Great Britain, where one-third of the
revenue comes from spirits and tobacco.
Tt is an established fact that the removal
of duties from the necessaries of life never
materially affects any Treasurer’s funds,
and the Premier can look the facts up.
The only suggestion I have to offer with
regard to our fiscal relation to the other
colonies in this connection is, that the stock
tax and the duty on chilled meat should
be taken off, and this removal would lead
to larger importations. Existing con-
ditions leave it open for the middleman
to obtain a much higher price than he
would ordinarily obtain in this colony, and
consequently the consumer is compelied
to pay a high price.  When I first went
1o the Murchison I got mutton at Cue for
44. or 5d. a lb, and the stations at the
time did supply at these rates; hut in

consequence of the ingreasing population '
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and bad seasons, and a consequent de-
creased supply of meat, the price at the
Murchison has been very materially
raised. Now the inland markets are com-
peting with city markets, and because of
this state of things the inland wmarkets
have excessively high rates. Even in
centres of population like Perth and Fre-
mantle, to which stock is shipped, we pay
at a higher rate than the people on the
goldfields, simply because they are near
the stations where the stock is raised.
But as the supply is not equal to the
demand, the stock brought from Kimber-
ley and other places generally goes to the
goldfields, and not to Perth or Fremantle.
If competition is hindered by the existence
of this duty, the only good that can
possibly arise out of this motion will be
in the direction of having the duty re-
moved. 1 take it that the hon. member
desires to consider this phase of the ques-
tion, and from that standpoint I will
support the motion,

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. B. Richardson): I
think, perhaps, some hon. members have
missed the purport of what the hon.
member who moved this motion said in
moving it. The hon. member for Nanunine
scems to think this motion means a re-
commendation in the direction of taking
the duty off meat, that no other purpose
could be fulfilled by the motion, and that
it would not be feasible for Parliament
to deal with it any other way. Whether
the hon. member’s object is in relation to
the duty on meat, I cannot say. I can
easily see that there are other courses
open for the select committes to inquire
into, with a view to making a recom-
mendafion that will have a very con-
siderable effect in the cheapening of
meat. [Me.IuLiNeworTH: Abattoirs ]
Yes; that is one, because we must
remember that, while producers complain
that they do not get anything like a
proportionate share of the high price of
meat, yet the builchers, on the other
hand, say they are not making fortunes.
T believe that if the butchers were re-
lieved of the necessity of keeping separate
sluughtering establishiments and sepurate
staffs, and if the present clumsy and
expensive system, which involves great
waste, were abolished, the price of meat
could he reduced. If the select com-
mittee can recommend this method to
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be adopted here, as is the case in
other large communities, I believe it
will have the effect of reducing the
price of meat to the consumer, while at
the same time not lessening the profit
to the growers or the butchers. If that
end can be achieved, I think all hon.
members will admit it is a happy and
desirable result to aim at. Some of the
statements made by the hon. member for
Yilgarn were somewhat rash—to put it
mildly. Some of bhis arguments cut
themselves into pleces. He says, for
instance, that the jmporters who bring
over live stock are charged equal to 100
per cent. in this duty of 30s. per head.
He says bullocks can be purchased at 30s.
or 40s. per head; and, estimating the
price at £2, with duty added, making £3
10s., T am surprised that the market
here, where bullocks realise from £10 to
£13, is not flooded with importations.
"There must be something wrong in these
caleulations, which might be worked
differently. Say: carcase £2, duty £]
10s.,, and freight £4; these items bring
up the total cost of a bullock to £7 10s.;
and, adding to these charges the risk of
shipping, would yet make the nett cost
little more than £8, according to the hon.
member’s estimate, und as they could get
over £12 here, surely if his assertion is
correct that the first cost of carcase is
only about £2, the market would he simply

rushed. T think we will find the chances of |

profits to the local producer and the im-
porter are pretty evenly balanced; and,
afterall, when the guestion is reduced toits
egsence, it only amounts to 4d. per 1b. for
the import duty. Any member who claims
to e a protectionist will recognise that we
must always be prepared to pay a little
higher, in support of the principle. I do
not believe that the hon. member for Nan-
nine can he a protectionist at all; and, so
far as his objections are concerned, I
believe his chief principle is contradiction.
I donot see any justification in protecting
any ome section of the community at the
expense of the other sections; but it is
only fair, when we extend protection to one
section of the commuanity, to extend it to
others. The hon. member's 1notion
might well pass, as it may result in the
adoption of some plan by which the cost
of meat can be reduced to the consumer.
That is the goal.
Question put and passed.
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A ballot having been taken, the follow-
ing members, in addition to the mover,
were elecled to serve un Lhe committee ;-
Mr. Higham, Mr. Illingworth, Mr.
Randell, and Mr. Richardson.

Mr. HARPER moved that the com-
mittee have power te sit on those days
over which the House stands adjourned,
and also have power to call for persons
and papers, and report upon Wednesday,
12th August.

Agreed to.

Ordered — That the resolution of the
House be transmitted to the Legislative
Council, with the request that they clect
a similar committee to join with the
commitiee of the Asseinbly, for the
purpose aforesaid.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

THIRD EEADING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS
AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Mxr. MOSS, in moving the second read-
ing, said: I bave the honour of moving
the second reading of a Bill amending the
Municipal Institutions Aect that was
passed last session. It appears that a
mistake was made in the pussing of that
Bill, in omitting to provide for the
licensing of weighbridges by municipali-
ties; and I understand that several
municipalities are anxious to license
weighbridges, and that, at the present
timne, they have not the power to do so.
This Bill provides for the licensing of
weighbridges by municipalities. It also
gives the municipalities power to make
by-laws regulating the use of weigh-
bridges. Further, as will be seen in the
last clause of the Bill, the councils, if
they thinlk proper, may erect weighbridges
of their own, and charge fees for the vse
of thew. I think the measure will be
found a useful one, and I do not suppose
any bon. member will have any objection
toit. I propose the second reading, and
shall suggest & duy a week hence for the
consideration in committee, in order that,
if any member has any other amendment
to propose with regard to the Act passed
last session, he inay bring it forward, as

ACT
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I do not think it is a good thing to be
always tinkering with important measures
~—especially 4 measure like the one I pro-
pose to amend, and which received con-
siderable attention last session,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Bill considered in committee, agreed to
without amendment, and reported.
Report adopted.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
(REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.)

SECOND READING,

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest),
in moving the second reading, said: I
have much pleasure in rising to move the
second reading of thig Constitution Act
Amendment Bill. T think it is a matter
that we should congratulate ourselves
upon, that the country has reached so
quickly, since tbe last general election, a
stage when it becomes necessary to increase
the representation of the peeple. Hon.
members will notice that this Bill proposes
to inerease the representation in this
House by 10 members, and also to increase
the representation in the Legislative
Council by three members. I do not
think any one of us could have foreseen,
some two vears ago, when we had the last
general election, that at so carly a period
we should have to devote ourselves to the
amendment of the Constitution in the
direction that this Bill takes. More than
that, T do not think anv one who has
lived in this colony any length of time
could have anticipated that that portion
of the colony which we propose now to
give this increased representation to would
ever, in our time, have reached its present
condition ; in fact, [ might say that, as
far as I am concerned, I never anticipated
that that part of the country would ever
require to be represented specially in the
Legislature of the country. But all this
has come to pass, and the principal object
of this Bill is to give increased represen-
tation to that part of the colony which,
ouly a very short time ago, was altogether
unoccupied and unutilised, and considered
to be unfroitful. This Bill proposes to
give six members to what is at the present
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time the Yilgarn -electorate, which is
represented by my friend the hon. member
for Yilgarn. It alse proposes to give four
members to the Murchison goldfields,
which are now represented by the hon,
member for Nannine. Hon, members
will have noticed, by looking at the Bill,
and also at the map which is before us,
that the Yilgarn, Coolgardie, and Dundas
goldfields will, in future, have six members
instead of omne, and that the Murchison
goldfields will have four members instead
of ope. That provides for eight members
out of the ten additional members pro-
posed in the Bill. Tt will he noticed that
the two sides of what are at present the
Perth electorates are to be constructed
each into an electorate under this Bill—
one to the eastward, and the other to
the westward of the municipolity. One
of these electorates, that to the eastward,
is to be named the “ Canning” electorate;
and the other, that to the westward, is
to be named the “ North Perth” elec-
torate.

Me. Simpsow: None for Fremantle ?

Mg. IvuinewortH: That name will
have to be changed.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I do not think the question of the name
ig a very important one; and, at any rate,
it can be dealt with when we get into
committee. If hon. members think that
“North Perth” is not such a pretty
name as “ North Fremantle,” we will be
glad to consider the adoption of the latter
name. Hown. members will notice that
East Perth, which formerly tock in all
the Canning, is now contracted into that
part of the Municipality of Perth east-
ward of Beaufort Street, and bounded by
the river. The Caunning electorate is
mads up of part of the present Swan
electorate, and also part of the South
Fremantie electorate, the northern bound-
ary being the Helena River, and the
southern boundary being the north
houndary of Cockburn Sound Location 16
to Mt. Dale; while on the western side
it 1s bounded by the Swan River from
the Helena River southward down to
the Canning Bridge and up to Bull’s
Creck, and then some distance further
southward. This will make a convenient
electorate, and it will incdude a good
miny people.

Mr. Siapsor: We have got a man

. ready for it.
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Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : |
Thix clectorate bas a considerable rural
population occupying country extending -
from Jandakot to the Helena River, along
the banks of the Swan, and again to Mt
Dale. Then it includes the Canning Mills,
and all the people eu?aged in timber cut-
ting along the Darling Range. The
North Perth electorate will extend from
the boundary of North Fremantle town-
site away to what is known as Wanerco.
I do not know exactly where Waneroe is
—1T am not sure of its exact locality, and
I do not think it has ever been ascer-
tained—but it is the general name for
the district comprised by the lakes
north of Perth. A good deal of produce
comes from that district, and many people
are settled there. This electorate alse
includes Leederville, Subiaco, Claremont,
Cottesloe, Buckland Hill, and in fact
all the places west of Perth. It
is a populous electorate, with a large
number of people living in it, and I think
in the re-distribution we have acted
wisely in giving it representation in Par.
liament.  As I'have just said, the South
Fremantle electorate will be contracted in
area. having that portion known as
Jandakot taken from it, and this portion
will form a portion of the Canning
clectorate. In regard to the new Yalgoo
electorate, it is proposed to include in it,
as pearly as we can, the whole of the
Yalgoo goldfield. That portion of the
goldfield which is, under existing circum-
stances, included in the Murclhison elec-
toral distriet, has been taken out of the
Murchison ; and, in order to make up for
what is taken out, wo propose to contract
the Geraldton electoral district by adding
Northampton and other places in that
farming district to the Murchison clectoral
district. 'We will then have a very com-
pact electorate, one fairly well populated,
meludiog Northampton, Port Gregory,and
north of the Murchison, extending east-
ward as far as Mount Hale in the Upper
Murchison, and on the south hy the
houndary of the new electorate of Yalgoo.
That is an electorate which I think will be
satisfactory to everyone, and particularly

(29 Jury, 1896.]
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the basis of the distribution of seats. [M=.
Raxprnn: Partly, [ suppose.] Webave
not taken population as the basis of the
different electorates, although we have
been influenced, especially in the towns, by
the number of the population in those
towns; and I may say that, especially in
the larger towns of the colony, it is impos-
sible to overlook the question of popula-
tion. We have to consider, to a
large extent, the interests of the people
as a whole, and are not able altogether
to deal with the question of represen-
tation on the basis of population;
but when we come to such towns as
Fremantle and Perth, we are bound, to a
very large extent, to consider the question
of population—mnot in giving them repre-
sentation on the hasis of population, but
in regard to giving them such represen-
tation as may, between the two towns, bhe
considered reasonable and fair. Tt ray
be said by the people of Fremantle—and
I am going to addvess the members for
Fremantle, who I think have a little
feeling on the subject—that Fremantle
should bave another member; but I say
that if you give anvther member to Fre-
mantle, I do not see how you can refuse
to give another member tc Perth. [Mr.
Sinpsox: Give them another. I have no
objection.] The hon. member for Gerald-
ton is not in charge of this Bill, and is
not responsible for it. When he is re-
sponsible, he can propose to give a hun-
dred more members if he likes. But at
present I am in charge of the Bill before
the House. Perth has three members at
present; and 1 think the population is
much greater for those three members
than the population of Fremantle is for
the three members given to it, There-
fore if you are going to disturb the
representation of Fremantle, you must do
the same for Perth. For my own part, I
gee no reason whatever for giving to Fre-
mantle more than three members, and I
believe the people are perfectly satisfied
with three members. [THE ATTORNEY
GexeraL: Especdiallyastheyare such good
ones.] Yes; especially when they are such
good ones. TUnless the representatives of

to the people of Geraldton and North-
ampton, and of the country away to the
Murchison. Hon. mewmbers will be in- ¢
terested, in looking through this Bill, to
see that the Grovernment have not taken
the population, in this or other cases, as |

Fremautle wish to give more members to
Perth, T cannot see how they can ask for
more members for Fremantie. T can well

' understand hon. members, representing

constituencies, wishing to get as much
representation for the places they repre-
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sent as possible; that is but reasonable,
and I sympathise with them ; but, if the
hon. members for Perth and Fremantle
think it over, they will come to the con-
clusioun that the Government have done
their best to try and act equitably to all
parts of thecolony. Itisnot desirable, at
the present time, to have too big a House. I
am altogether adverse fo having too small
a House ; but, in this colony, with a popu-
lation of 123,000, including women and
children, it seems to me 43 members are
a very fair sized House for the population.
I can only assure every hon. member in
this Honse that the Government have
approached this question without any idea
of being influenced by any other considera-
tion than what is best generally for the
colony. We have not been influenced in
the slightest possible degree by any party
consideration. [Mge. Georee: There is
no party.] I may say I have ap-
proached the question—and I have had
a good deal to do with this matter—
with a desire not to increase the House
too much. A small House is very
troublesome, of course, sowmetimes; but
I do not think we want to increase this
House too much, under existing circum-
stances. We want to give people fair
representation, but not too much of it,
becaunse there will be demands later on,
as we progress. I hope, at any rate,
there will be, and I think 43 members
for this House will be a fairly large
encugh number. As to the boundaries
of the electorates, that is a malter on
which every hon. member may form an
opinion for himself, and every opportunity
will be given for discussion, not only in
the House, but, if any one desives it, the
Government will not object to refer the
question of boundaries to a select com-
mittee, as we have done hitherto. The
question as to what the boundaries of
the various electorates shall be has gen-
erally been referred to a select committee,
in order that these details may be dis-
cussed and reported upon for the infor-
mation of the House; and the Govern-
ment bave no objection to that course
being pursucd on this occasion. The
boundaries we have given in the Bill arc
those we think best and most equitable,
but I am sure we have not formed so
fixed an opinion that we shall not he open
to argument, and probably some hon.
members, knowing perhaps more of the
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localities, may be able to snggest altera-
tions which may be an improvement to
the boundaries proposed by the Govern-
ment. I may point out, in regard to the
representation given to the goldfields,
that I am not sanguine enough to hope
the representation here proposed will meet
with the approval of everyone, or even of
all the people on the goldfields. I hope
it may, but of course it is diflicult to
please everybody, even if one trics one’s
best. T mav point out that, taking the
aggregate of the representation given
in this Bill for the goldfields, the number
of members will not be far from the
mark, even on the basis of population;
because, out of 43 seats which we propose
in this Bill, 11 of them will be for gold-
fields constituencies, and therefore the
goldfields will have a little more thav one
quarter of the whole number of 43
members in this House. I hope the
people on the goldfields who have been so
desirous of having increased representa-
tion, and who have expressed their wishes
on many occasions, will concede that the
Government bave tried to act equitably
and liberally in dealing with this matter.
It will be noticed that the CGrovernment
propose to have another Minister, making
six principal executive oflices of the
(Government. In proposing this increase,
I think the Goverumeut are only carry-
ing out the wish, expressed so often,
that, considering the conditions existing
in the colony and the amount of labour
entailed on Ministers in managing our
affairs at the present time, some of the
members of the Government have more
departments and offices to look afterthan
they can properly attend to; and con-
gidering that the expense of an exira
Minister is not very great, and consider-
ing the growing condition of our depart-
ments, and the amount of care and work
connected with them, I think we will not
be acting unwisely in adding another
principal executive office, as proposed in
the Bill. As members will notice, it is
proposed also to create another province
tor representation in the Upper House,
thus giving tbree more members to that
House. This new province will mclude
six glectorates to the Eastward, on the
Yilgarn and Coolgardie goldfields. These
six electorates are Yilgarn and Dundas
and the four Coolgardies, and these it is
proposed to constitute into a provinee, and
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to give them the right to return three
members to the Upper House.  That will |
very largely contract the area of the
present Kast Province, but a provision
is made in the Bill that those members
who represent the East Province shall
continue to represent it until the effluxion
of time. The question of giving increased
representation in the Upper House to
the Murchison Goldfields has not been
lost sight of by the Government—in fact,
we gave it careful consideration; but,
considering all things, the Goveroment
came to the conclusion that at the present
time it wns not necessary to give three
members in the Upper House to the
Murchison Goldfields as well as to the
Coolgardie Goldficlds. Hon. members
will express themselves no doubt on that
point; but it seemed to the Government
that, under existing circumstances, the
Murchison Goldfields might well wait a
little while before obtaining separate
representation in the Upper House. We
desire to give to those goldficlds the
fullest representation in the Lower
House, but we hesitate about adding
three more members to the Upper House,
for giving separate representation to
the Murchison Goldfields at present.
There 18 provision for the retirement of
members of the Upper House, so that
members going out by effluxion of time
will retire on a certain fixed dute. and in
each cuse the new member will be able
to he elected before that date, and take
his seat just after the retiring member
vacates the seat. That will provide for
members of the Upper House being con-
tinuous, and that no lapse of time shall
take place between the retirement of one
member and the new member taking the
seal in succession. Hon. members will
notice, from the observations I have made,
that there are difficulties in the way of
this Bill being at once assented to, and a
general election taking place immediately.
My friend, the Attornc}-Geuenl is of
opinion, and has advised, that this Bill
for altering the electoral districts and
other things will require the royal assent,
and that the Governor in this colony is
not empowered, constitutionally, to assent
to it for bringing it into operation at once.
The necessity for referring the Bill to

London: for Her Majesty’s assent will -

canse delay, of conrse, as some time must
elapse in sending the Bill to England.

(29 TJuLv, 1896.]

Redistribulion of Seals. 183

I These difficulties T hope may be got over
in time hy Tmperial legislation for alter-
ing the ;n'ocedure ; but at present we
have to conform to the constitutional law.
The Government will iry to expedite
wmatters; and after the Bill is assented to
the Act will be proclaimed at the earliest
possible moment. But, even with all the
expedition that can be used, it seems to
me that some time must elapse before the
Bill can be proclaimed in the ¢olony and
become law. That procedure will of
course delay a general election for some
time. The present Parliament will con-
tinue to exist until the dissolution; and
it anything should happen requiring the
convening of Parliament, of course Parlia-
ment can be convened at any time for
any purpose; but, looking all round the
subject and seeing the distance and the
time that must elapse before this Bill can
receive the royal assent, I do not see how
it can be possible tor the dissolution of
Parliament to take place till early in next
vear, and for the genera.l elections to
take place earlier than April or May.
Hou. members will know, though it is
not stated in this Bill, that the provi-
sions of thig Bill, and the alterations that
will take place under it, mean that there
will be a dissolution of Parliament after
this session, and the term for which hon.
members are elected—that is for four
years—will have to be curtailed by about
12 months. That is a matter which
I think cannot be avoided. Of course
under ordinary circumstiances, unless
there is some good reason to the contrary,
a member elected for a constituency way
look forward, as a general rule, te serving
the full term for which he is elected ; andif
it could have been arranged that members
sbould continue to sit througlh the full
term for which they have been elected, of
course the Government would haveframed
the Bill accordingly; but under existing
circumstarces, and locking all round the
question, I think no one in this House or
in the colony will be found fo regret that
a dissolution of Parliament will have to
take place early in the next year. Things
have so changed that, owing to the influx
of population. and the developments that
have taken place since the time we were
i elected, only a little vver two years ago,
the difference is simply marvellons; and
| although T maintain that we as a House
| bave all the rights and privileges to
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which we were elected, and are quite com-
petent to carry on the affairs of this
colony, and deal with any matter, how-
ever important, yet I think that none of
us will regret that we have to go back to
our constituents a little earlier than we ex-
pected, especially when it is for the object
provided in this Bill, that of giving in-
creased representation to a large portion
of the colony not sufficiently represented
ab present.  For myself, and for the other
members of the Ministry, I may say we
rejoice to have the opportunily of going
before the people of this country and
before our constituents early next year.
We are prepared to go before the conntry
to-morrow, if we could have the oppor-
tunity ; and we are ready to abide by the
verdict of the country loyally, whatever
that verdict may be. As I explained the
other night, in speaking on the Address-
in-Reply, it seemed impossible to me that
this Parliament could be dissolved until
this Bill is assented to in due course;
because, to dissolve before this Bill be-
comes law would not be carrying out the
object everyome has in view. When we
meet again, we want to have this House
representative of the various new con-
stituencies constituted under this Act,
und that will not be the case if a dissola-
tion takes place in the present year.
Besides that, it would be very incon-
venient for the public business of the
colony that any dissolution should take
place until after these electorates we are
providing for are represented in this
House. At the present time it wounld be
inconvenient that very important public
business which we have to discuss and
deal with should he interfered with in
any way, by any political consideration of
that kind. I think it is a matter for
congratulation that our position has se
improved as to make an ncrease of mem-

bers necessary. As I said hefore, I do.

not believe there is anyone in this House
who will regret, when he comes to con-
sider and reason with others, that the life
of this Parliament should be curtailed,
because it means that we are progressing
at such a rate that we have to admit into
our family—the legislature of the colony
—a large number of new members, repre-
senting important interests which were
not in existence at the time we were
elected. What will give members of the
House still more satisfaction is to know
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that the colony seems to progress by leaps
and bounds; and, as far as I am able to
judge, it seews to me we wre only at the
beginning of what is in store for us. As
I view, day after day, week after weuk,
and month after month, the revenue re-
turns coming in, I often feel that these
returns are so great that I doubt whether
in the next year, when I come to compare
its return for a menth with the month of
the previous year, the figures will show
so large an increase. But, still T see, as
wonth after month goes on, that the in.
creases are certainty not diminishing in
ratio, but increasing.  Only to-duy I have
had before me the revenue return for the
present month, and I find that up to the
date—I think the 25th July—the revenue
was £173,000, as compared with £94,000
for the corresponding month of last year,
or shout £80,000 more for this month
than it was for the month of July last
year. Our railway truftic is incrensing to
such an extent that, though we are in-
porting mew trucks und engines, and
doing everything we can to try and kecp
pace with the trade, still the trade secms
to be running almost a dead heat with
us; for notwithstanding all our endea-
vours to increase the rolling stock, the
trade seems to increase at such a rate
that we are scarcely able at the present
time, or, I may say, not able, to cope with
the increase. I hope, however, that we
skall soon be able to do so. Iam told
that the direct shipping from Eugland
alone at the present time is enormous,
and that there are 16,000 tous of goods
lying in Fremantle harbour to-day, from
Eungland, and 14,000 tons to arrive ina
few days. Hon. members will sce to
what enormous extent the progress of the
colony has attained. This is not includ-
ing the intercolonial shipping. of which
I have not the figures. This state of
things compares strikingly with that of
a few years ago—Il may say almost
a short time ago—when there was about
one ship in a month from the old country,
and with only a very small amount of
cargo. I think hon. members will agree
with me that, notwithstanding some
difficulties which arise here and there,
the people of the colony are doing well,
and are fairly satisfied. I am sure the
present Government are very pleased
indeed to have the opportunity of intro-
ducing to hon. members this wneasure,
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giving so much increased representution
to those new districts, whern the people
of the goldficlds have done so much and
will do much more to build up the pros.
perity of the colony. This is but the

[29 Juny, 1896.]

. of satisfaction.

successor of the measure we introduced a °

short time ago. We gave then the
franchise, which, notwithstanding what
anyone may say, is a litberal franchise;
for, under it, any man who has been 12
months iz the colony, and six meonths

resident in one district, may obtain the

franchise, and may vote without any

other qua.hﬁc,atlon whatever for repre- -

sentation in Parliament. We have given
that to every man in the colony, from
on¢ end to the other, without any dis-
tinction; and we desire now to give them

the representation to which they are

fairly entitled, as provided in this Bill.
I eun only Lope, in conclusion, that
those persons to whom we have given
the franchise on the goldfields—and
we have given the same franchise to
everyone else—and to whom now the

privilege of sending representatives to |
this Parliament is given, will value the -

privilege, as ¥ believe they will, and that
they will use it only in promoting the best
interests of the colony.
myself they will value it, and exercise it
in a way creditable to themselves. I

I have no doubt

have always said-—and I say it again— |

that T believe the people of the couniry
have sufficient good sense to look after
their own interests; and that although
they may wander away a little, now und
again, from what others may consider the

right path; still, in the end, they will be .
patriotic and wise enough to do that -

which will be in the interests of them-
selves and the colony. I can only again

express the hope that the goldfields of -

the colony will return members to this
House who will not only be useful repre-
sentatives, but do credit to the goldfields,
and alse do honour to the colony.
to move the second reading of the Bill

At 6-30 p.m. the Speaker left the chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the Speaker resumed the
chair.

Mr. SOLOMON : In rising to support
the second reading of this Bill, T must
congratulate the Government on having
brought it forward at the urgent wish of
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the whole colony; and I feel sure the
redistribution of seats which is proposed
in the Bill will meet with a great amount
At the same time I must
state that, so far as Fremantle is con-
cerned, I think it has not been dealt with
in as fair o manner as it might be. Some
ten or twelve years ago Fremantle was
represented by just as many members as
represent it now, and from what the
Premier said to-day, in regard to the
immense progress which the colony has
nade as justifying this increase of repre-
sentation in Parhament, it would appear
that the progress weans only that other
parts of the colony have progressed, leav-
ing Fremantle out altogether; because if
the other parts of the colonv more
especially Perth, which is so near to
Fremantle, have progressed so as to
require additional representation in this
House, surely Fremantle also, as the
main port of the colony, has progressed
proportionately. T trust, therefore, that
when we come to consider the details in
committee, the Government and the House
will see that Fremantle is reasonably
entitled to another representative. What
I would like to point out is this, that
with regard to North Fremantle of late
vears there has been a vast increase in
pepulation. Large blocks of land have
been purchased from the Govermment
near Buckland Hill and other places,
which have been cut up and sold to those
who invest in small ullotments; and that
part of the district has progressed, I will
not say out of proportion, but T belicve
Fremantle altogether has progressed in
proportion to Perth and to the rest of
the colony. T therefore think that,
in this redistribution of seats, Fre-
mantle should bave its fair share, and
an additional representative. It has

- always been said, when referring to the

I beg

harbour works al Fremantle, that they
will be a boon te Fremantle, and must
enhance the importance and prestige of
that port. Consequently we are justified
in expecting, as a result of these im-
portant public works, that within a year
or so we shall have vessels coming into
the river. That development in the port
of Fremantle is one great reason why we
may suppose that, in a short time, there
will he far greater progress made than
has been made in recent years. I may
also say, with regard to the mumnicipality
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of Fremantle, that at present between
the north boundary of the central divi-
ston and the south boundary of the
river, there arec some 600 voters on the
municipal roll, and these ave comprised
in only one part of the present North
Fremantle district.  Of course 600 voters
on the municipal roll would be equal to
something like 900 voters on the Parlia-
mentary roll. Then, as to the north side
of the river, it is the intention of the
members for Fremantle to ask the Gov-
ernment to consider that the north side
is entitled to a separate member, and to
suggest that the district now called North
Fremantle, or a part of it, should he
called East Fremantle. Dealing now
with the north boundary, I suppose the
population of that portion, from the
north boundary to the river, must com-
prise at least four or five hundred people,
and, besides the settlers, large investments
have taken place in consequence of the
cutting up of land between there and
Cottesloe. I think, therefore, the House
and the Government may well consider,
in committee, that Fremantle is entitled

to o separate member for that portion of |

the North Fremantle district. Other
members connected with Fremantle will
be able to place their views hefore the
House, and I do trust that the Govern-
ment and the House will, in justice to
Fremantle, consider that, as being the
main port of the colony and equally pro-
gressing with other parts of the colony,
we are entitled to another member.

Mr. HIGHAM : In rising to support
the second reading of this Bill, I have to
congratulate this House on the position
of the colony, which requires smch a
large accession of representation. At the
same time, and withont begging the
question, I have to express my disap-
pointment, as one of the mamnbers for
Fremantle, at the scant courtesy shown
to it in framing the redistribution of
seats. The position of Fremantle war-
rants another member, more especially as
the present North Fremantle electorate
has many divergent interests which render
it desirable that the district should bhe
divided. I do not propose to labour this
question at the present time, but when
this Bill goes into committee, I and other
members of this House will propose an
amendment to the effect that the North
Fremauntle Municipality shall become a

. may be termed a very good Bill.
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separate clectorate, and return its vwn
wemhber.  To make it sufficiently lurge to
warrant that course, we propuse that a
saction of Buckland Hill, Cotiesloe Beach,
and Cottesloe shall be added to the
electoral district. The electors in that
district will then be nwmerically much
stronger than the majority of electorates
in the colony. So far as the town of
Fremantle proper is concerned, we would
urge that a new electorate be made
there—term it what you like, but we
suggest that it be called * Eust Fre-
mantie.”” Thereis an immense population
there. T helieve that, at the present time,
within the municipal area, there are 600
voters on the voll, and they would repre-
sent fully 1,200 on the Tegislative roll.
Outside the municipal boundary, there is
ulso a very large population in the sub-
urban portion, particularly at Plympton,
Richmond, and beyond. There 15 also a
fairly large rural population in that dis-
trict. 'We hope, therefore, thut the mem-
bers of this House will view this question
liberally, and grant to Fremantle that
vonsideration which we believe it deserves.
The division between North and Bast
Fremantle is desirable for this reasom,
that North Fremantle is gradually ac-
cumulating interests of hor own, and, to
a certain extent, they are divergent from
those across the river.

Tue CommrssioNER OF CrownN LANDs:
The water question separates them, T
suppose ¥

Mr. HIGHAM : Possibly it does, T
hope that when we go into committee,
hon. members will see their way to fall
in with our proposal.

Mr. RANDELL: This Bill bears on
the face of it evidence that a considerable
amount of attention has been given by
the Government to the preparation of it,
and, a8 I hear one hon. member say, it
I think
most members of this House will agree
with that sentiment. There is sufficient
evidence to show, too, that the Govern-
ment have had a desire to meet and to
provide for all the interests there are in
the colony. It is guite right that this
Bill should be intreduced in this early
part of the session, so as to set af rest
the minds of a large number of people
in the colony in reference to this question,
and especially a large number on the
goldfields, who have heen asking for and
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expecting that an increase of representa-
tion io this House would be conceded
to them. I think they have been justified
in that expectation. The Government
have made a very fair and liberal pro-

vision for the wants of the goldfields, -

and, at the sane time, have taken into
consideration the varied intercsts of the
colony in coustituting one or two new
districts, which I look upon as being
very valuable additions, because of the
interests they represent. Taking the
Bill as o whole, there is every reason to
think that the Government have en-
deavoured to fairly provide for the repre-

sentation of everr part of the colony, -

and that the new Assembly to be con-
stitnted under the Bill will be fairly

representative of the whole of the colony. -

At the sawme time, I think that Fremantle
has a right to put forward the case
which has been stated by its members.
I have always held, from the first time
the question arose, that the number of

representatives of the colony should be

increased, and that a re-adjustment of
the vonstituencies should take place. I

bave always considered that Fremantle |

would be justly entatled in such case
to have one additional member; and
if we look at the new constituencies of
the Canning and Norvth Perth, as the
latter is called in the Bill-—for which I
hope a more appropriate name will be
provided, hecause that name does not
fairly express the position of that con-
stitueney, and I think ° North-West
Perth” perhaps might do it better, or, as
suggested by the Premier, ¢ Karrakatta
might meet the difficulty; indeed, the
name “North Perth™ would be a mis-
nomner—but these two constituencies, the
Canning and North Perth, though they
have interests which are not represented
by East and West Perth, may yet be re-
garded, practically, as Perth constitu-
encies ; whereas the new constituency
which is to be called North Fremantle
cannot, in the same degree, be regarded
as a Fremantle constituency. A new
constituency such as is suggested by
the members for Fremantle, to be
formed on the north side of the river,
might properly be called “ North
Fremantle.” That constituency would
make a valuable addition, because its
interests are somewhat divergent from
those of the other portions of Fremantle.
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At any rate, the people there may be ex-
expected to look at some questions from a
different standpoint as compared with
people on the other side of the river. It
15 a district that is bound to become
populous in the near future. Most of the
land has been purchased from the Govern-
ment. and is in the hands of private
individuals ; houses are springing up in
all directions outside of Fremantle and
up to Cottesloe; and it would not be
difficult to seleet o houndary line between
it and the North Perth constituency,
s0 called. If the Clovernment can see
their way to do this, I shall give my
bearty support to what the members
for Fremantle have suggested, and to
which I think they are justly entitled.
The new constituency of the Canning,
although it embraces Jundakot, Rocking-
ham, Victoria Park, and Kelmscott, may
be looked nupen more in the light of a
Perth constituency, than the new district
of North Fremantle can be regarded as
a Fremantle constituency. Certainly the
new constituency of North Perth, as pro-
posed in this Bill, will be essentially a
Perth constituency, hecaunse the places
comprised in it are suburbs of the cty;
particularly Leederville, Subiaco, Clare-
mont, and one place (Waneroo), the
exact location of which the Premier stated
he did not know, although I think he
meant that he did not know the hound-
aries. At any rate, we know that district
is an energetic, enterprising, and progres-
sive part of the colony.  Weall know that
Claremont, Subiaco, and Leederville are
progressing at a very rapid rate; that
population is increasing, and that Leeder-

* ville is already constituted a municipality,

so that we may expect Subiaco will soon
become a municipality, and Claremontalso
in the near future. I do not think I need
remark upon any other portion of the
Bill, further than to say that I feel the
country is indebted for the careful con-
sideration which the Ministry have given
to the preparation of this Bill, which
appears to me an exceedingly fair one in
the arrangement of its boundaries, and
takes into account all the varied interests
of the colony. Tt is to he deprecated
that any particular interest should domi.
nate this House, so as to carry its points
here to the detriment, possibly, of other
parts of the eolony. By basing the Bill
partly on population, and partly on the
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varied interests of the colony, the Go-
vernment have proposed an arrangement
which will commend itself to every un-
biassed and fair mind. I have great
pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing, reserving to myself, of course, the
right to criticise any of its details in
committee. With regard to the bound-

aries, I am unable to say very much .

about them. I have no doubt they have
had the very careful consideration of the
Government, aided with the special
knowledge they have ut their command;
and the Government have thus heen able
to arrive at a fair division all round. I
am glad to see they have recognised the
interests of the gold mining community,
and have conceded to them what T think

is a fair amount of representation in this

House.

Mr. MOSS: In rising to support the
second reading of this Bill, 1 cordially
endorse the remarks that have fallen from
my colleagucs respecting the representu-
tion of Fremantle, supported as they are
by the hon. memher for Perth; and [
thank him exceedingly for the favourable
remarks he has made upon the claim put
forward on behalf of Fremantle. I am
sure any suggestion made by him in this
House will have considerable weight with
the Government. and the House; there-
fore the course he has now taken will
strengthen the case which has been made
out by my colleagues—that is, the case
for additional representation of the Fre-
mantle district. I do not suppose any
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these districts would, in all probability,
be Perth men.  Therctore, it is only fair
that the Government should take into
consideration the claim which has been
brought under their notice by my two
colleagues, and which has been endorsed
by the hon. member for Perth. T would
like the Govermmnent to notice the fact,
that during the last 3 or 4 years therve
has heen growing up a district round
about Fremantle known as the district of
Plympton and Richmond, and that in
this district there are probably 800 to
1,000 persons now residing, whe were not
there when the former Constitution Act
was passed giving threc members to Fre-
mantle; and not only has there heen a
large growth there, but in all parts of the
Fremantle districts there has been a con-
siderable accussion of population.  There-
fore when the argument is pmt forward
that the three districis of Perth are
entitled to an additional representative,
that argument applies with equal force to
the district of Fremantle. The claim
which we put forward on hehalf of Fre-
mantle is not that we should be placed on
the same footing as Perth, but that we
shall be placed on a better footing than
we were put on in 1889, We are
only asking for an extension of the
houndary of North Fremantle, and that
a division be made somewhere near Cot-
tesloe, s0 as to give one representative
for a district that is very hadly divided

" from other portions of that constituency.

hon. member will deny that since 1889, .

when the Constitution Act was passed
bringing in responsible government, the
district of Fremantle has made very
congiderable progress, or that Fremantle
is now entitled to a greater represen-
tation than it was when three members
were allotted to it vnder the former Ack.
When we look at Perth, we find that the
Government are proposing practically to
give to it two additional representatives.
The hon. member for Perth (Mr. Ran-
dell) admits that the new district of
the Canning and the new district of
North Perth will probably be repre-
sented by Perth men. The one district
includes a portion of the present district
of West Perth, and the new district of
the Canning includes a portion of the
present district of East Perth; so that
it scems to me the representatives of

It includes the
Premantle, and
mantle proper,

municipality of North
extends down to Fre-
vomprising nearly one
hulf of the town. The suggestion thrown
out by the hon. member for Fremantle
{Mr. Higham) for making one con-
stituency on the north side of the river,
then dividing the remaining portion of

© the Fremantle constituency, and making

angther constituency to be called “ Bast
Fremantle,” would be a reusonable and
satisfactory solution of the difficulty. I
would like to refer the Premier to the
remarks made by the late member for
Fremantle (Mr. Marmion) last session,
when the hon. member for Nanuine
tabled his motion afirming that the
Government should provide for inereased
represcntation. On that occasion Mr.
Marmion suggested that, when that came
about, he would he prepared to support
it; and, no doubt, had he been alive at
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the present time, he would not have been
backward in pressing his views on the
Government. He said the Government
should, in any redistribution of seats,
provide an additional representative for
Fremuntle. I Dbring these remarks of
our late representative before the Pre-
mier's unofice now, because his late
friend was wot backward in pressing
that view on the Government, when he
had the opportunity of doing so; and
1 hope the Premier, who has expressed
his sympathy with Noth Fremantle
on this oceasion, will show that he is
really sympathetic in the wmatter. If
he considers that we are able to wmake
out o strong case, as I submit we do, I

Lope he will not be buckward in recog- |
nising the suggestion that has been made -

to him, and m piving it effect in the
Bill. The hon. wember for Perth, in
expressing lLis opinion in favour of this
clidm, has probably done so not from the
same point of view as the member for
Fremantle might be expected to take.
We may be accused of being actuated
by prejudice, und that we ure desivous of
giving increased - representation to the
Fremantle district for the purpose of
strengthening owr position as representa-
tives; but I say thut remark cannot
apply to owr friend the member for Perth,
who has told the Government, pretty
plainly, that he considers Fremantle hus
w strony cluim for an additional represen-
tutive. I think that, under the civeun.
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doubt that the hon. member for Toodyay
remembers the time when, as member for
that district, he scarcely gave u siogle
thought, other than in relation to agri-
culture, to the clectorate of Yilgarn. It
is only two years since, by the kindness
uf this House, the whole of the Eustern
goldfields were privileged to have a mem-
ber, and if the constituency made a
mistake then, it s o good job they will
have an opportunity of undoing it in a
short time. T listened with some interest
Lo the remarks of the members for Fre-
mantle in reference to giving four mem-
bers to that ome port; but it cannot
altogether be said that the divergence of
interests 1s very great in any one porfion
of Fremantle us compared with another
part. If there iv some divergence there,
might I not, with much greater force, say
that in the town of Coolgardie and dis-
trict, where there are at least 10,000
people, and these are principally male
adults, who are large taxpayers, and
thercfore large contributors to the revenue
of the colony—might I not say, with o
certain amount of justice, that if Fre-
mantle is entitled te four members on
the score of population and diversity
of interests, then Coolgardie would
at least be entitled to a member for
the town which, owing to its large and
important interests, way be looked upon

. ab the preseut time as the third or fourth

stunces, the Goverbment will be acting -

wisely by giving cffect to the elaim put
forward by the members for Fremantle,
supported us it is by the hou, member for
Perth. With that exception, I think the
Government are to be congratulated on
the Bill they have submitted to this
House ; and, with thut exception, it secms
to me that the Bill mects with universal
approval. I hope the Government will
be able to give Fremantle what we ask
for, so thut the Fremautle representatives
may be able to concur nuwninmously in
this Bill, und that it will go forth s a
measure representing  the unanunous
approval of this Chamber.

Me. MORAN: I think I have greater
reason, on behulf of iy constituents, to
congratulate the Government vn bringing
in this Bill, than any other member of
this House. Yilgarn has grown inlo a
most ihwportant clectorate. 1 have no

town in Western Australia ¥ Might I
not, wlso, with equal justice, ask for a
member to represent the town of Kal-
goorlic and its districtk? These two
large and important towns contain a
grent deal of wealth, and their popula-
tions are, us I said, made up of male
adults, and not of women und children,
o that these men will be entitled to a vote
if they choose to exercise it. I do mnot
say, however, that I shall not support the
request of Fremantle for another member
—as w matter of fact T shall support
their ¢claim —and I take this opportunity
of stating that the members for the
metropolitan. and Fremantle constitu-
encies have been noted, throughout the
existence of the yoldfields, for their
generous Su{)pOl‘t of all measures which
have tended to benefit the clectorates
which I and the member for Naunine
represent ; and it will, therefore, be only
just that, if T am returned again to this
House, T should give my support to those
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who are liberally inclined to help the
goldfields’ population in their efforts to
help themselves,and, in doing so, to henefit
the colony generally. Coming now to my
own electorate, which, from obe repre-
sentative, 1s to be increased to six, I may
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" constituencies will certainly improve their

say those six representatives in this |

House will be men of some influence ; and
I may add that some portion of the
Pressin that electorate will not be satisfied

with the amount of representation that is

given in this Bill. T do not say that, did
I think this House would be so disposed,
I would uot endeavour to get a member
cach for Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, in
addition to the represcutation that is to
be given to the district; but I do not wish
to be unreasonuble, nor to creute a great
amount of discussion about the matter,
because, as far as I am personally con.
cerned, and as ny own judgment goes, [
say we shall have, in this House, eleven
members whose interests, and the in-
terests of whose constituents, will be
one and the same identically. The six
members who will be elected for the
present Yilgarn distriet, and the four
who will be clected for the Murchison,
together with the member for Pilbarra
and the member for East Kimberley, who
s practically a goldfields member, will
give a party of one dozen members repre-
senting goldfields interests. A dozen
men, in un Assembly of 43, may become
a very great power; and, if they are
reasonable men, as we hope they will be,
for we have sufficient faith, and we know
the goldfields people sufficiently to think
they will return men of reason to this
House, they will be elected from a body
composed of some of the finest of Aus-
trahia’s sons, the pick of many of the
colonies; and I feel certain the electors
will, in their wisdom, seclect candidates
who will not be backward in asking
justice for their own constituencies : still,
if they are reasonable wen, they will, at
the same time, take a patriolic and liberal
view of the gquestions that may come
before this House. I do not think the
new members who may be elected for the
goldfiells will use sheir positions unduly
for the benefit of their particular district,
but will not neglect nor refuse to give
assistance to the other purts of the colony.
Ingtead of doing worse than they have
done in the pust, I feel certain that, when
the next clections come on, Lhe goldfields

representation in this House. 1t is not
beyond the bonnds of possibility that
both the present members for the gold-
fields will huve the pleasure of sitting in
the Speaker’s gallery and listening to
other representatives from the goldficlds
fighting the battle of interests as we, the
present members, have fought it in
the past, on the floor of this House.
Another part of this Bill which I
have great plensure in supporting is the
last clause, making provision for a sixth
Minister. 1 am not expressing this
pleasure because I hope to he one of

" the Ministers—no; that is beyond the

bounds of probability—but hecause the
appeintment ot another Minister is renlly
necessary, judging from the tremendous
amonnt of dissatisfaction existing in con-
nection with the Postul Department. No
one has heard me grumble hefore, although
the press has been full of these grievances.
I know more of the liches of that depart-
ment of the Government service than
perhaps any other member. I know there
have been tens of thousands of pounds
lost thromgh the disorganisation and bad
vondition of the postal and telegraphic
services in this colony. The two most
important departiments, as far as our
goldfields interests are concerned, are the
Post and Telegraphs und the Mines De-
partinents ; and that they should be run
under one Minister is unfair, and must
lead to dissatisfuction. [tisuot only un-
fair to the country, but thoroughly unfair
to the Minister at the head of these de-
partments. Even in the backward coun-
tries of South America (from which eoun-
tries there are at present many engineers
and others in this celony) I am told that,
compared with the system in this colony,
South Americu is a paradise to live in, so
Ear us the postal and telegraphic services
are concerned. I know of one instance
in whicly £20,000 was lost. to one of the
largrest bodies of capitalists represented
in this colony—TI refer to the firm repre-
sented by Mr. Morgan—through a cable-
gram being kept over nine days hefore
the department sent it on to England.
The Postmaster Greneral has all the cor-
respondence referring to thut delayed
cable. While such losses ocenr in that
departinent, and while such dissatisfuetion
uxists, Tam led to helieve also that the
Mines Department is not giving that
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satisfaction which the public mght ex-
pect.
indefinite and obnoxious Clause 11 in the
Goldfields Act.
additivnal Minister, these large depart-
ments can be apportioned in a munuer
which will give greater satisfaction to the
country and to this House, and do more
justice to the head of each department.
Can it be said, with justice, that the
present Minister of Works and Railways
has a fair share of work to perform? Is
it not a fact that he has as much as any
two Ministers put together ? Is it not a
fact that we have a large scheme for sup-
plying water to the goldfields, which
should be sufhicient for the attention of
one Minister alone? Two years ago,
when Coolgardic was a neglcctcd and
almost unknown district, I brought for-
ward & proposition (Lﬂnlmnu‘ that there
should be a water supply clepa.rtment, for
the goldfields entirely distinct from the
Works Depurtment. 1 hope the Govern-
ment, in the re-arrangement of portfolios,
will so arrange that we shall have a
hydraulic department separate from that
which is ruled over by the Eungineer-in-
Chief, and to be under the direction of
an officer of high ability, almost equal to
that of Mr. O’Connor. I can tell the
CGovernment that any member of this
House, when he goes before the con-
stituencies, will be asked questions con-
cerning  the tervible condition of the
postal and telegraphic services; that each
member seeking re-election will be asked
what is his opinion about fhe postal
and telegraph services; and if he be
not inclined to nrge on a most search-
ing inquiry, and a complete change
of system in that department, he will
have no possible chance of voicing the
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We know one great reason is that

If we are to have an -
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feelings of electors by being returned .

to this House. Not ouly in Perth and
Fremantle, as business centres, but
throughout the goldficlds snd among
husiness people in all parts of the coleny,
there is strong dissatisfaction with the
working of the postal und telegraphic ser-
vices; and if the general election tukes
place hefore a com])lete change is made, I
think the dissatisfaction will take the
form of public manifestations against the
Government, or at least against those
supporters of the Government who may
be inglined to buck up the present state of
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quicker. 1 come now to a question which
is perbaps the most uupopular and the
most obnoxious one, so far as this House
is concerned; that is the payment of
members of Parliament. Thear exclama-
tions of *“oh, oh;"” but I intend thai,
before this House shall dissolve, those
members who used this election cry as a
plank for getting elected to this House—
and there are many of them in this House
at present, myself among the number—
members who seem afraid to mention the
matter in this House for fear the finger
of scorn should be pointed at them, shull
have an opportunity of declaring them-
selves here, for I will divide the House on
the question.

M. A. Forresr: You will be by your-
self.  You can’t have a division with only
one.

Mr. MORAN : There shall be u divi-
sion, and a minority of one then.

Ture PREMIER: You can't get it in that
way.

]{IB. MORAN: But I think you will not
find a minority of one. I fancy you will
find » very close division on this question.
I deem it a proper thing for any member,
when once elected on a pledge to support
the puyment of members, that he should
stick to his eolours; and, be the matter
ever so unpopular, he should at least fulfil
the main pledges he has given to his con-
stifuents. After all, ave we so high and
ntighty, and so wuch above every other
British community in the world, that we
must hold ourselves aloof and say we will
not take the £300 a1 year s members of
Parliament, though a member might be
taking £3,000 u year in some other way ?
We know that in the other colonies this
was # very unpopular cry for a long
time with a certain class, but cvery one
of those colonies has at length adopted
the payment of members, and we do not
find that wrony und destruction huve
followed as o consequence. On the con-
trarv, we know that before the principle
of payment was adopted, and before the
much-decried labour party had a voice in
the Parlinments, it was then that those
colonies were plunged into debt. South
Australin, the most democratic colony
in the group, headed by the most demo-

eratic Premier — indeed, with all due
deference to our own Premier, I think Mr,

Kingston, the Premier of Sonth Australia,

officialdom instead of pushing things on ] is not a less able or less popular states-
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man-—has adopted the payment of mem-
bers, and is influenced largely by a lubour
party. If o plebiscite on the question
could be taken in this colony, of every
voter independently of electorates, I ven-
ture to express the opinion that a two-
thirds majority would voice the opinion
of the people in fuvour of this much-
derided payment of members. [Tur
Premier: Who derides it?] I kmow
it is derided in this House. I wish to
show that I do not introduce the proposal
in any personal way whatever. The
awmount of the payment—£250 or £300 o
year —would not weigh with any man
who has the braing to malke a living, If
every member of this House had to go
through as much expense as I have, in
representing the Yilgarn constituency,
they would realise how expensive it is to
represent a large and distant vonstituency
like that. Tt is an easy matter to send
telegrams, but it is o far different, matter
to bear all the expenses of canvassing and
travelling, and of frequently visiting a
far-off electorate, if a mewmber does his
duty well. A member representing the
new North Coolgardie electorate. for
. ingtance, will have to visit it often. I
have gone over the fields seven or eight
times, and if T had not done all this
expensive travelling T should not be in a
position to tell this House the condition
of those fields. There may be good men
chosen in the future who may not have
the means of doing that; and I think it

is no fault in a man who desires to get .

into Parlinment that he is not tinancially

able to devote £700 or £800 a vear for -
the good of his country, and travelling -

expenses wlso. It is not teo much to
expect that if o man is conscientious and
does his duty well, and enjoys the confi-
dence of his electors, the country should

give lim some return for his services in the .

shape of a payment to cover his expenses.
Even if this proposal be passed, 1t wnay

not be my lot to draw a salary; hut -

when every British community in the
world has adopted the payment of mem-
bers, except ourselves, why should we
shirk it 7 [Trs Premier: Notin Great
Britain,] Then this is the only British
country 1n the world that can be placed
on a level with the old country, in
that respect.  Butas an Australian, with
all due deference to the old country, T
prefer to follow the precedents and prac-
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tice of my own country. The conditivng
of life here are very different, as com-
pared with a country which has a large
leisured class; and the expense of travel-
ling long distauces is much greater in
Australin. A member who does his duty
well by his constitnents must go about
and see the wants and requirements for
himself. He must not go once a year, but
if possible three or four times a year,
because on the goldfields the conditions
of life change sv rapidly. In conclusion, .
I return my most sincere thanks to the
Government for having given what I
consider a very Eair dole to our goldfields
electorates, and to my constituency gene-
rully ; althouygh, if I chose to be captious,
I might point out that my electorate

. compriges over 30,000 people, and it gets

ouly six members, whereas the electorute

" represented by my friend, the member for

Nannine, which has only a fourth of that
number, gets four members under this
Bill. But it is no argument that, because
I do not get what I consider a full meed,
others should not get it either. I do not
take that position. I shall support the
claim of Fremantle for another member,
and I remember gratefully that the late
member for Fremantle (Mr. Marinion)
was always a gencrous supporter of
meagures for the goldficlds. He also
made a vigorous Hhght in this House
against the passing of that pernicious
Clause 1l—even more vigorous than
did the goldfields members. In view
of a general election under this Bill
next year, I feel certain the TPremier
need not fear the result of an ap-
peal to the new constituencies, and
to the greater number of electors, but
that he nay confidently hope to see the
goldfields return members who will do
eredit to the country in which they have
gsettled, and to themselves. I venture to
predict you will find that, in the electiou
of 1897, the goldficlds members will be
not only inclined to deal fairly Dby the
country, but that men will be picked for
election who have had plenty of experi-
ence in other parts of the world, and that
they will be men who have something to
lose, and by whose aid this great nining
industry will be brought as neur to perfec-
tion as it can he brought. I hope, also,
that, as the representation of the gold-
fields is to he increased from {wo to ten,
so will the produce of these goldfields be



Constitution Amendment Bill: [29 Jury, 1896.]

increased in a like ratio from two to ten.
With the aid of the Premier’s great water
scheme, and the aid of members who are
to discuss it in this House, we shall be
able in a few vears to turn out 10 or 20
times the amount of gold that is pro-
duced at present. In proposing to in-
crease the goldfields members and their
voting power from two to ten, while the
Bill will udd only two new members to
all other parts of the colony, this shoivs
very clearly, as far as the Ministers are
concerned, that they are not afraid of
giving power in the hands of those who
represent the goldfields. T awm prepared
to lessen the balance of power against
nmyself by voting for one moré member
for Fremantle, in return for the generous
“support the goldfields have received in
the pust from the members for Fremantle.
One special feuture in the Bill is thut
there will be a great difficulty in getting
men on our goldfields to register in time
to vote at the general election next vear.
I hope some special enabling clavse will
be put in the Bill for giving & man a
chance to vote, becaus¢ many of the
miners cannot well qualify by a six-
months residence in one district.

Mz. A. FORREST: T presume that
I must follow in the wake of my hon.
friend, the member for Yilgarn, and
congratulate the Government on intro-
ducing this Bill. My hon. friend, while
vongratulating the Government upon the
Bill, has a great many faults to find, but,
on the whole, he is satisfied that he has
got these new members.  He has got them,
and is satisfied, but I do not know that
we are quite satisfied—tbat is, the other
32 members of this House; though, T
suppose, we are fairly satisfied that this
Bill meets the wishes of the country. I
am pleased myself to find that such is
the case—that the country seems fairly
well satisfied with the measure. We all
agree that these goldficlds should be
represented in Parhament, and I for one
think the divisions made by the Govern-
ment are fairly representative of the
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arranged. As to the question of the two
representatives, one for the Canning and
one for North Perth, a little question
comes in as to whether we have quite
satisfied the members for Fremantle,
who may say Fremantle bas not been
treated quite as fairly as Perth. The
district of South Fremantle, and the
people living to the eastward of a very
small belt of land running as far as
Rockingham, are placed in the Canning
electorate; and when we go to the North
Perth electorate, and find that the whole
of the people living ut Cottesloe, Pepper-

. mint Grove, and Claremont, who helong

as much to Fremantle as to Perth, have

* bean placed in the North Perth con-

requirements of the particular districts.

The plan of the districts bas been very
carefully arranged. The Government
had, no doubt, the experience of the
Survey Department, the officers of which
kunow the localities well ; and hon. mem-
bers of the House can hardly find fault
with the divisions as they have been

stituency, I have a suggestion to make
which I hope the Government will
agree to, while I am sure the members
for Fremantle will agree to it. I have
to suggest that instead of giving oue
more member to Fremantle there should
be a Canning clectorate, another Perth
clectorate, and ulso an additional clec-
torate for Fremantle. If Fremantle
proper is to have four members, Perth
15 justified in asking the Government
for more members for the districts
comprised within the municipality, he-
cause there is no comparison as  re-
gards size between the municipality
of Perth and the municipality of Fre-
mantle. However, if a mutual agree-
ment can be come to between the two
sides of the House, the Government. may
be induced to give another electorate to
Fremaatle, while giving an additional
member to Perth. T think this addition
is only reasonable when we consider that
the goldfields are to receive eight out of
the ten new members, and when we
remember that in the event of the gold-
fields not fulfilling expectations, the
people in these older districts will have to
bear the burden caused by the expendi-
ture on the geldfields. Besides, we are
entitled to this increased representation,
secing that Perth is the capital and Fre-
mantle the chief port of the volony.
Therefore, in committee, I will suggest
that an alteration be made in the bound-
aries of the districts that T am speaking
of. The hon. member for Yilgarn goes
ou to say that Clause 11, of the Gold-
fields Act, bas given s great deal of dis-
satisfaction. It seems to me that all the
clauses give dissatisfaction; but, as re-
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gards this Clause 11, I hold a different ' not get, and when we give it them they
opinion, for I think it suits very well

indeed, and gives little ground for com.
plaint. Clause 11 makes it cheaper for
people to get transfers, and it also con-
fers upon them other benefits, especially
in the cases of those people who do not

wish to travel to the goldfields to transact .

their business.
says—I will quote the hon. member’s
words—that he is going to introduce into
this House a measure which it is
not competent for him to introduce. He
desires to bring before this House a
measure providing for payment of mem-
bers. He suggests that in this House of
43 members, and the Upper House with
24 members, making a total of 67, each
member shall receive £300 per year.
This will make a total of £20,100 a year,
a sum which is nearly sufficient to pay
the interest on three-guarters of a million
of money. If it were put fairly before
the goldfields people, I should like to
know whether they would spend that
£20,100 a year upon the payment of
members, or in paying the interest on
three-quarters of a million for a water
scheme. I think their reply would be,
that they would certainly not spend it
upon payment of members. [Ax How.
MemBER : Yes, they would.] T am quite
certain that the people of the district T
represent, would not agree to that. I am
sure that this Bill will give great satis-
faction throughout this colony; and I do
hope and trust that when we have given
representation to this extent to the gold-
fields, the people there will take the trouble
to got registered, and that, when regis-
tered, they will vote. The hon. member
for Yilgarn complains that there are only
two members in the Hounse representing
goldfields constituencies. We are alter-
ing that now; and I think it may not be
a bad thing if, when this Bill is going
through, we provide for a policeman being
sent round to see that the people got on
the register ; and, in fact, care should be
taken that they are put on the roll,
whether they like it or not. It will be
no use giviog them eight new members,
unless they will take the trouble to get on
the roll.  Personally, I take great interest
in the goldfields, and I consider their
claims  have received yreat attention.
There are, however, cerfuin people who
are always wanting something they cun

The hon. member also

f

say they cannot register, or that something
else has to be dome. I think we have
now done everything that is in the power
of this House, in improving the Constitu-
tion for the benefit of the goldfields, and
I am glad to see that the House is
unanimous on this Bill.

Mr. JAMES: T hope we have not
arrived at that happy stage in which
people will be satisfied with all the legis-
lation we produce. Unless the legislation
we introduce is unsatisfactory to a con-
siderable number of people, unless we
have some dissatisfaction and a good
deal of it, we shall have no progress.
Introduced as this Bill is, primarily to
meet the just demands of the goldfields,
I give it a hearty welcome. Tt is a
deserved, and I think adequate, act of
justice towards the fields, Although I
say that, I cannot hide from myself the
fact that it seems clear some of the mem-
bers of the goldfields in this House are
constantly in the habit of taking up a
position of isolation, and asswning that
they, and they only, represent the gold-
fields in which all of us are interested, and
for which we are all anxious to do our best.
All of us, recognise, and recognise keenly
and sympathetically, how much we owe
to these goldfields, and how much more
we shall to owe to them. Slow though
we may be in Western Australia, there
are very few colonies in the British
empire that would take upon their
shoulders responsibilities so heavy and
so sericus as those we have taken upon
ourselves in this colony of Western
Australia, for the purpose of developing
the goldfields. Any ill feeling that may
exist. between the goldfields and the rest
of the colonies can be accounted for, I
think, by the fact that certain persons
are under the delusion that the town
called Coolgardie is the whole of the
goldfields. T made only a short visit to
the goldfields, and that short visit satis-
fied me of this fact, that I have never
known of a town in my life where there
was more ** skite” than there is at Cool-
gardie—where there was more *“skite”
and less work dome. I was keenly
disappointed with what T saw of the state
of affairs at Coolgurdic; hut when
T went to Kalgoorlie T was more than
agreeably surprised. I found there work
being done, and not u town full of people,
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more or less middlemen Dbving upon
others, and talking about what they

wanted from the Government and what -

they did not want. There, at Kalgoorlie,
tbey had put their shoulders to the
wheel, and were doing splendid work.

Too much harm is done, not euly in this °

House but throughout the colonies, by
eonfounding the township of Coolgardic
with the goldficlds themselves. T believe
the goldfields people are not discontented
with the Government, and 1 also believe
they have the justice to recogunise that
the Government are doing all they can
to assist them. Of course they are
never fully satisticd that all has been
done for them, and I hope that they
never will be satisfied. We shall never
have & Government that will safisfy ali
of us, but we do get tired of those
people who are always clamouring for
more, and are never satisfied ; who accept
all efforts on their behalf with an ill
grace, and arc always abusing those
who endeavour to assist them. I sball
support this Bill with great pleasure. I
also support the system of payment of
members.  If it cannot come up for con-
sideration with this measure, I hope the
member for Yilgarn will introduce a sub-
stantive resolution on the subject, so that
we may divide the House upon it. 'We
should free our minds from the prejudices
which surround this question. If we
have good constituencies, 1 do not think
that, with payment of members, they will
return bad men. If had men are re-
turned, it is the constituency that is to
blame, and not the member. I helieve in
giving to the electors as wide a scope for
choice of candidates as possible; and, by
payment of members, you give a wider

choice than is given under present con-

ditions. I think that men who devote
their time to the service of the country
or to any other service ought to be paid.
It is u strong argument in favour of this
pringiple, that there are hon. members in
this House who oppose payment of mem-
bers, and who yet will never aceept a seat

on a directorate unless they are paid. -

Nor does it seem satisfactory to say that,
because in England they have not pay-
ment of members, we ought not to have
it here,  In many instances, we are free
trom the difficulties they have to contend
with in England, and we vught to strike
out as [ar as we can for ourselves, and
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not reject the application of a good
principle because other and older countries
huve nut adepted il.  Last session, when
dealing with the Electoral Act, I sug-
gested we should amend the Constitution
in the direction of giving votes to women ;
but the Attorney General said it was vot
a question that could be dealt with under
the Electoral Act. I intend,if I can
possibly do it, to introducoe the subject
again to the consideration of this House,
when this amending Bill is before us. If
we are going to have 2 good system of
(Government, if we are going to sccure a
good foundation for the Constitution, you
must give us as wide a franchise as is
possible. T say, fearlessly, - that the
women of this colony, or any other
British colony, are entitled to the exercise
of the franchise. T know that I shall
have the support of the Government with
the exception of one member, and I hope
the majority of the Goovernment will keep
their minds free from the influence of
that Conservative colloague of theirs who
is opposed to this reform.

Tue Premier: Is it a Conservative
measure ?

Mr. JAMES: I don't care whether you
call it Conservative or Liberal; and I
will run the visk of its being Conservative,
I am satisfied that, if we give the franchise
to ladies, it will be found to be a
theroughly just measure. [Mgr. A. For.
REST: Lt 1s on ifs trial.] It may be on
its trial, but I do not see why we should
not give it a trial here. ‘L'he majority of
women are just as able to exercise a wise
discretion and a sound judgment as the
majority of men. [TrE PrEmier: They
do not ask for it.] I do not care for that.
If ladlies get on the platform and ask for
the franchise, they ave attacked as if they
had done something wrong; and if they
do not get on the platform and demand
it, yon say they do not ask for it, and
ought not to get it.  They said in South
Australia, that the women did not want
the franchise, but what is the result?
At the recent elections the majority of
the women of the colony exercised the
franchise. Everswhere it was said they
did unot want the franchise; whereas, as
soon as they got it, they seized it and
made good use of it. ¥You cannot run
your heard against u brick wall like that.
The expericnce of South Awstralia un-
doubtedly is that the majority of the
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women put their names on the register |

aud voted, These are hard facts, and
they are objectionable when they fall

'

against conservative theory., I shall bave !
great pleasure in supporting any measure
that may be brought forward for giving

increased representation to Fremantle. I

shall endeavour, in committee, to alter .

somewhat the boundaries of the East
Perth electorate. T do not think it ad-

visable, if you have a constituency like :

the Canmng, that you should have it
half eity and half country. If you in-
clude Victoria Park and South Perth
in the Canning electorate, those districts
of South Perth and Victoria Park will
dominate the rest of the new constitu-
ency. I am of opinion that South Perth

+ or of excitement.

and Victoria Park, belonging as they -

do to Perth, should not be
in the Canning electorate; and, on
the other hand, if it is decided that
they are to remain in the new constitu-

included

ency, it will be much better to call the -
new constituency * South Perth,” instead

of the “Canning.” You are going to
include within this new constituency

the people of these two places will be
outnumbered by the ecity people who
reside at South Perth and Victoria Park,
and whose interests are in the main
hostile to the country interests. I be-
lieve in, as far as possible, keeping the
town constituencies and the country con-
stituencies apart; and for that reason 1
shall endeavour to have South Perth and
Victoria, Park cut out of the Canning
electorate,

THE PrEdMIkg:
oo ?

Mr. JAMES: Will you ask me to
consider Wanerco ? T think there are
about three electors — certuinly half-u-
dozen at the outside—at Waneroo, and
I faney some are Chinamen, and ought
nat to have votes. The overwhelming
majority of the electors in the Canning
district will Dbe suburban residents of
Perth. T do not speak in any hostile
spirit.
should be either town or country constitu-
encies. J regret that the Government
have not considered a system drawnup by
the Premier of South Australin, by which
wach vonstituency is to huve two represen-
tatives, nominally elected for four years,
each of them going out at the end of two

‘What about Wan-
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years. Itisagood principle, and one that
I should have much pleasure, as & Demo-
crat, in supporting, as it will tend to give
to the Assembly more consistency and
more continuity in its work than is
possible under the present system, where
you have a complete change with every
general election.  Under the system pro-
posed by Mr. Kingston you can have a
complete change of half the members of
the House every two years, the other
half remaining for & further two years.
Under that system you can have a closer
representation of public opinion, while
the balance of members would prevent
watters going wrong in times of crises
I fancy the principle
involved in this scheme is too advanced
for me to ask this Government to adopt
it; bhut perhaps Ministers might con-
sider it, and, ag we arc a progressive
people, in a year or two we may have
another change in the Constitution Act,
and then the principle may be adopted.
So far as the representation of the gold.
fields is concerned, I think the people

+ there will be well satisfied, for they have
Jandakot and the Canning Mills, and -

been justly if not too generously treated.
Iam glad to see this increase in goldfields
representation, and 1 should also like to
seean increase in the representation of Fre-
mantle. T do not think there is & mem-
ber in the House who takes exception to
the Bill as far as it goes; but as we are
going to give increased representation to
various constituencies, it would bave been
a justifiable step if the Government had
gone further and recognised the justice
of the principle of one-adult-one-vote,
and given women the right to exercise
the franchise. I Lope I shall be able to

. test the fecling of the House on this

I only say the constituencies

subject ; and, if I have the opportunity,
T think we shall go close to passing it.
If we do not pass it this session, I hope
we will pass it in the nest. If I rightly
judge the lLon. member for West Kim-
berley, I think I may say that, if I cannot
claim his vote this session, I will be able
to claim it vext session, if the question is
then brought forwurd.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: I congratulate
the Government upon the introduction of
this Bill. It is to me a matter of great
satisfaction, imasmuch as lust session 1
took on nyself the extreme course of
woving i vofe of want of confidence in
this Government because they Jid not
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offer or propose, or give any assurance

that they intended, to give increased
representation to this country. T am glad
to find the result of that cowrse of action
was this, that at the time it secured for

the principle involved a response from a

large number of members then sitting in
the House, and who are to-night speaking
in favour of this Bill. I felt ut that time

that a very large proportion of the people !

of this country were not fairly and equit-
ably represented ; and I felt it was not
only necessary, but imperative, that I, as
u goldfields wmember, should take some
step to force the hand of the Government
on this question. It was with the greatest
satisfaction that I looked through this
Bill, and found it as liberal as onc could
fairly expect in the circomstances in which
we are placed. Looking first at my own
district, I do think we are entitled to
more representation ; that is, if the basis
of the new Bill had been population.
Taking the basis which I judge the
Ministry have taken as the starting-point
for the intreduction of this Bill—ihat is,
the fair and equitable representation of
interests rather than indinduals— I think
they have made a very just and fair dis-
tribution. I am inclined to think, too,
that if they have erred at all, they have
erred on the safer side of not increasing
the nwmnber of members of this House
too rapidly. 1 expect that great changes
will take place in the time to come; and
I think that, in the course of the making
of those changes, some of the centres of
population may be materially altered,
especially the centres on the goldfields,
while new centres will grow up, and
vew interests will be developed. Con-
sequently, it is wise that we should
hold something in our haod in order to
give equitable representation when such
cases arise. On the whole, I am satis-
fied with the Bill, so far as it goes, in this
respect. I think, too, that the goldfields
districts of the colony known as Cool-
gardie—which we know are extensive and
wide-sprend—have not been too liberally
treated in the number of members allot-
ted to them ; still, I think and hope that
these Coolgardie people will feel very well
satisfied with the provisions of this Bill
I feel perfectly satisfied that the district
which I have hagd the honour of represent.-
ing up to the present, and which T am

sorry to say 1s disappearing from the
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map, will be content with 1he representa-
tion provided by the Bill. There will
certainly not be a member for Nannine in
the next session of Parlininent, whether
I have the honour to be here or not.
The member for Nannine will disappear,
according to the provisions of this Bill;
but, notwithstanding that, I can express
wy confidence that the constituency
which I have the honour to represent will
be well satisfied with the way in which
the Government have distributed the
seats in that electorate. I did expect one
extra seat in the division. I did think
that the Government would probably
have given a seat to Magnet and the
district around, for it is a large and pros-
perous and increasing districk. T also
did think that they would have given a
separate member to Lawler’s, and the
country away to the Eastward, or rather
to the South of East. However, T think
they will be fairly well satisfied, especially
if later on the Government propose to
bring them together by means of a rail-
way from Magnet to Lawler’s. I also
wish to express my sympathy with the case
which has been placed Lefore the House
for the increase of the representation
of Fremantle, as a just and equitable case.
I do hope the Government will be willing
cither to increase the nunber of members
from 43 to 44, in order to meet this claim
which has been fairly and justly put
forward, or else that they will be willing
to listen to a proposal to combine some of
those large and extensive electorates up
North, which are represented mostly by
sheep rather than by electors. There are
large tracts of country there with 30 or
49 electors, and I do not know how many
thousands of sheep, and we are expected
in this House to provide seats simply for
such tracts of country. We have, it 18
true, two able hon. members representing
two of those Northern districts; but if the
Government are not prepared to increase
the number of members to 44, so as to
give the additional memwber desired by
the Fremantle members, I do think they
ought to combine some of those large
electorates and provide the extra seat for
Fremantle. It is not reasonable that this
House should have the predominating
power away in the North, where there are
few gettlers, and where the interests are
identical from one end to the other. Tf
we are looking to interests instead of to
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population, we can well do as T suggest. | estshown which there ouglit to be shown,

I do not desire this, nor do I propose it,
unless the Government do not see their

way clear to increasing the number of -

members from 43 to 44, in order to give
Fremautle an extra member. I will go
to another point in which I feel a very
strong interest. I have over and over
ugain in this House, at every opportunity,
urged on the Government the absolute
necessity of increasing the number of
Ministers who have charge of the affairs
of this country. The work that requires
to be done, the vast amount of chaunge
that is going on, the development which
is increasing daily, and the resources
which are being opened up in different
parts of the country, demand such a
close attention from Ministers, that it
is utterly impossible for Mimisters to
take charge of several important depatt-
ments and do justice to the State.
Here we stand to-day with a widely
cxtending railway system, and any hon.
member in this House, or any persou in
this country, would say the Railway
Department, if it is to be efficiently
managed and worked effectively to the
satisfaction of the country, by any
ordinary or extraordinary man, will
occupy one man's whole attention, if that
man does hig duty and does justice to the
State. Then we have an increasing
Public Works Department, which is not,
in any sense, identical with the Railway
Department. Its interests are diverse,
and if we are to undertake some system
of water conservation, which is absolutely
necessary, even if we reject the scheme
now before the House, we shall give to
the Public Works Department a vast
amount of increased work. 1f justice is
to he done to this large department, if
the various public works are to be carried
out in the way they should be, it will be
one wan’s whole duty, and it will occupy
all the strength and intelleet he possesses
to rightly manage such a department,
Then we come again to the Posts and
Telegraph Departinent. Inother countries
they have been compelled to have cne
Minister for this department alone, but
here a vast amount of work is being
poured into this department, and while 1
am quite willing to make every allowance
for the difficulties this development means,
vet, after making allowanee, there is not
thut consideration for the public inter-

The present system of the department is
deing vast injury to the colony. I do
not suy 1t is the Minister's fanlt, or that
of the head of the department, or of
anyone in it; but T sav it needs morve
attention, and that it is impossible for
one man to give his attention to the
Mines Department and also to the Posts
and Telegraph Department. In Clause
13 of this Bill the Government propose to
increase the number of Ministers only to
six. I had hoped it would be possible—
of course it won't be possible for a private
member to move in the matter—for the
Ministry to see their way clear to incrense
the pumber to at least seven. I do not
think, in the condition of this country,
that the public business can be properly
managed unless we have at least seven
Miuisters. There is one other question
of great interest to me, and I have already
given notice of it; but I think it my duty
to give some indication of it to the
Government and the country. In the Con-
stitution which we now have, and under
which we are working, Clause 39 gives
the qualifications for persons to be regis-
tered, and in sub-section (¢) we have thig
condition : that a lease or license from
the Crown, empowering the holder,
subject to payment of at least £10
sterling per annum, to depasture, cultivate,
or mine upon Crowa lands, gives a right
to vote. If the holder who pays £10 to
the State has his holding inside a roads
board district or municipality where any
tax is levied, by virtue of paying that tax
he is registered on the electoral roll with-
out uny personal application made by
himself. I countend that the miner who
takes up 6 or 12 acres of land, and pays
his £1 per acre for that land, is a lessee
of the Crown, and by virtue of that posi-
tion he is entitled, if land is to entitle
anyone, to be placed on the electoral roll.
[Tex ATTorRNEY OGENWERAL: You had
better test it.] I know under the
Electoral Act he can be placed on the
roll by making application and sending
in a certain claim; but the difficulty is
that these men ave so far away, and the
electoral offices so far away, and the
conditions of the Electoral Aect are so
cumbersome. The persons who can wit-
ness the necessary documents are often so
far away from the men who are entitled
to vote, that the Electoral Act itself
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excludes o large number of persons. T

desire that u man entering, say, the dis-
trict of Kalgoorlie, and taking oul his
miner’s right in that district in the
registrar's office, takes out his electoral
right if he has been 12 months in the
country. I desire that his name, being

registered as the holder of a miner's

right in that oftice, shall be sent forward
by the registrar of that district, and the
vote shall be placed on the electoral roll
for Kalgoorlic. Hon. members in speak-
ing in other places on this question, and
the Premier when at Kalgoorlie, have
said my idea on the question was that a
miner's right should carry » vote, and
that the miner showld take his winer’s
right into the polling place und vote ; but
I never: suggested so, or had auy such
foolish idea 1n my mind. What T do say
is that, just as the ratepayer can and is
placed on the eclectoval roll without per-
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Mer. ILLINGWORTH : The Premicr
suys he has given manhood suffrage to
this counwry. [THE PreEMiER: Certainly.]
Manhood suffrage means that every man
bas a right to vote if he has been 1n the
country & sufficient time. [TEE PREMIER:
So he has.] I say he has not.

Tue Premier: It is the same as in
Queensland.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : If he crosses
a street or u certain boundary he loses
his right; therefore his right is not based
on his manheod, but upon residence. I
say this is not what the Government have
told this country. They have said the

" Government bave given the vote upon

sonal application, so the man who is o
miner and holds his miner’s right, and
has been the requisite timein the country, -

should be registered by the mining
registrar in the same way as he would be
if a ratepayer in another part of the
colony. The miner’s right would be
stamped for identification when voting;
and, having it stnnped, it would be im-
possible to use that paper again.

My |

object is to bring about a condition
of things by which miners ghall, by virtue

of their miners’ right and residence, be
placed on the electoral rell; and until we

have something like this, or arrange for -

sumething else, as was spoken of in this
House—and that is the transfer of voters
—it will be impossible to give to the
shifting population of the colony the
franchise. Tt is all very well for the
Government to say,* Give the franchise;”
but I say that will only nomisally give
it, as the condition demanding six months’
residence in a district debars half the
people in this eolony of the power of
voting, and unless we give them some-
thing to get over the difficulty, we shall
not be able to have the representation we
desire. I am sure the Government do not
desire these sixteen ov seventeen thousand
able-bodied men should be debarred from
voting. Surely the Government are quite
willing to allow every man to vote?

Tre Premier: If he has been on the
roll,

TuE ArrorNeYy GENERAL: No fear.

manhood; but this is a vote upon residence
and upon location.

Tue PREMIER:
everywhere.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : I can quote
the casc of a gentleman not now in this
country, the Rev. Mr. Dunstan, whom
everyone knows, that when here he tock
much interest in the affairs of this country.
He was here for five years, and because
he had to shift his residence several
times, owing to the exigencies of house-
hold affairs, he was unable to get on
the electoral roll for the whole five years.
That is not an exceptional case, as there
are thousands of similar cases.

Tue PremiEr: He was shifting a
good deal.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: I am aware
there has been an alteration to this
rule ; but then he could get on the roll
only in February in any year, and he
had to be in the district six months
previous to his application, so that if he
shifted in August he would be 17 months
before he could get on the roll. We
have altered that to some extent; and
if the Giovernment are sincere in desiring
that the miners should have a vote, they
will, when I propose this amendment,
give me that support which, if they are
sincere in their desire to give the miners
a vote, they should give.

Tur Premier: They won't take the
trouble te make application.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : No wan knows
better than the Premier about the matter.
How can a man at Menzies get registered,
when the electoral district office is at
Southern Cross, unless there is someone
to represent him ?  The Premier knows it.
[Tue Premigr: Do I?] Well, I amsorry

It 13 the same law
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if he does not. Ithought the Premicr knew
everything. When we hear him, we are
inclined to think he knows evervthing,
and one or two things besides, and that
other hon. members know very little. I
do not claim to know o great deal, but I
know this, that there are hundreds of
men in my own district who are anxious
to get on the clectoral roll, and are doing
their best to do it, but the Electoral Act
is an absolute bar to their getting on.
Any hon. member who knows anything
about the goldfields districts knows this
is correct. If this amendment I have
suggested is admitted, and we have the
support of the Government, it will be an
improvement; but we cannot do anything
without the support of the Government,
for it the Government say “mo,” a lzl.l'ge
majority of the House will go “no,” and
the same people will say yes '’ it the
Government say “yes”” It was not my
intention to say one word on the question
of puyment of members, but so much
has been said to-night that it becomes
necessary to make a remark at this par-
ticular juncture. What is the objection
of tliose hon. members who say they are
opposed to payment of members ! ? There
is one objection that may be vaised, and
that is that we cannot afford to pay our
members; or another objection may be
raised, that the money may be better
applied. Possibly it could be, and that
is the view taken by the hon. member for
West Kimberley. But in this country
of what has been well termed * magmi-
ficent distances,” how can we get re-
presentatives in this House who shall
represent those magnificent distances?
Are we for ever to be condemmned to
have in this House only members who
happen to reside in Perth or its vicinity ?
Ave we never to be at liberty to elect from
the intelligence of this great country men
whose interests and whose personal know-
ledge and experience would be invaluable
in this House on questions relating to
those particular districts? Are we for
cver to be compelled either to select men
whose wealth enables them to sacrifice
themselves on the altar of their country,
or to select men who happen to be resi-
dent in the centres of population? This
is not a state of things satisfactory in a

!
!
1
\

small country where there are great

distances. I am not sure that I should

Redistribution of Seafs.

guestion, but when yon want Kimberley
represented and the far Eastern goldfields,
surely we should welcome men who woutd

| be selected by their fellows in those dis-

tricts—men whose ability and intelligence
are equal to those of the vast majority of
memhbers who now sit here or are likely to
sit for many vears to come. But such men
are positively debarred from taking the
position that their fellow-men desire them
to oceupy, simply because they cannot
afford the necessary expense. There are
many men whose earnings are not greater
than £250 a year, who have sufficient
mental ability, experience, and culture to
properly represent their fellows here, and
who would come and would be selected
by their fellows, if there were payment of
members. And why should they not?
And why should this country be com-
pelled for ever, for it practically comes
to that, to select its representatives from
the limited number who reside in Perth,
and the still smaller number who can
afford to lay aside their daily avocations
and serve their fellow men ?  Opposition
to this argument is absolutely untenable.
If the Premier of this country wus the
first man —and all honour to him for it—
to declare for manhood suffrage in this
country, I think the logical outcome is
payment of members. I think it was at
Geraldton he announced that he was
in favour of manhood suffrage. [Aw
Howx. MempER: No; Bunbury.] We
had the assurance, in that speech, that
the chunges he propesed to make would
be in that direction. If manhood suffrage
is to be adopted in any country, I say the
only logical outcome of it is payment of
members, because if every man has avight
to vote, every man has a right to sit, and
if every man has a right to sit, the country
should provide him with the necessary
means to do his duty for the country’s
good.

TeE Premier: I don’t know that that
follows.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The hon. gen-
tleman may dispute the logie, but one
thing is clear—he can’t dispute the fact
that if the people of this country desire
to send representatives, they have a right
to send them. [TuE Premies: Cer-
tainly.] If Jobn Jones canmot come
here unless he is paid—[THE ArTORNEY
GevEraL: He can stop away.]—T wish

bold so strong a conmviction on this , to let people know the Attorney General
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is not in favour of manhood suffrage, and -

I rather fancy the Attorney General had
a band in framing an Act preventing
manhood suffrage from being an accom-
plished fact. If constituents send John
Jones to this House to do public business,
logically John Jones should be paid out
of the public funds. You cannot get
oway from the issue that manhood suf-
Irage, if worked on true principles, must
include the principle of payment of mem-
bers. But the guestion is not one that I
am now desirous of bringing particularly
before the House, though I am not going
to run away from my colours when the
question is before us. If the hon. member
for Yilgarn takes the step he proposes,
bhe will have an opportunity of divid-
ing the House.
imported into the debate by the bon.
member for East Perth. 1 want to
declare — finally, absolutely, and for
ever — my distinct and positive op-
position to woman’s suffrage. I hope T
shall oot be misunderstood when I make
the statement that I am against it, and
I am going to continue against it until
hon. members can produce very much
better reasons than have ever been pro-
duced in the world yet. All experience
with woman's suffrage, so far as it has
gone, is that it is simply a dual vote. It
1s simply increasing your votes without
increasing the judgment and experience
—I won’t say the intelligence, becanse
the ladies have quite as much intelligence,
and very often more than the men—but,
so far as voting is concerned, the whole
experience is that the women and men
vote together, and you get two votes in-
stead of one. You do not get an in-
creased expression of opinion. What we
want, in voting, is not simply a mass vote
that will include two thousand instead of
one thousand, but the calm intelligence
of one or two thousand persons on the
questions of the day; and, for many
other reasons that I will not enter into at
present, I am not in favour of woman's
suffrage. I know that those in favour
of total abstinence say, that if we had
woman's suffrage we should soon bave
total abstinence; but I say if total ab-
stinence is never won until it is won on
woman’s suffrage, it is better never to be
won at all. But that subject is not now
before the House. I may say, in con-
clusion, without occupying further time,

One question was
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that it is with very great satisfaction I
welcome this Bill; and I congratulate
the Government in seversl respects : first,
because thev have had the courage to
calmly estimate what is the desirable
strength of representation that should
be given to this country; and, next, that
they have had the courage to give equit-
able representation to the goldfields, and
also to give—what I think was called for
—tiwo extra seats. Now to make this
Bill completely perfect, as far as things
can be made perfect, if the Government
will yield to the reguest of the Fremantle
members, and give apother seat there,
and make the membership 44, also in-
¢reaso the number of Ministers fo 7 in-
stead of 6, T think this Bill will be as
gond o Bili as it is possible to devise, and
therefore I give it my hearty support.

Mr. HASSELL: I will not detain the
House long, but I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the Bill, and 1 think the
country is to be congratulated. T cannot
quite agree with the members for Fre-
mantle, that we need more representation,
as the Bill, as it stands, is a very fair and
good one, and gives the country what it
desircs. There may be other matters,
in committee, as to which I way not
feel altogether in unison with the Govern-
ment, and may support other members ;
but, taking 1t as a whole, T must
vongratulate the Government on the Bill
as brought in, and must give it my
hearty support.

Mr. SIMPSON : T think the Govern-
ment are improving, and that the seed
sown last season is showing fruit. Several
matters have been mentioned in con-
nection with this Bill, and in committee
I have no doubt suggestions will be
made for increasing the number of mem-
bers, which suggestions seem to give
general satisfaction. Personally, I should
gladly have welcomed a higher remunera-
tion for the services rendered to the
country by Ministers, us, considering how
things are advancing, the salary is entirely
inadequate for the services rendered. I
should like to have seen provision made
for the abolition of the Aborigines Pro-
tection Board, and I hope the necessary
steps will be taken to secure that end.
I asked for some correspondence in con-
nectinn with that matter, but I have no
doubt, owing to the press of business,
the Premier has not been able to lay it
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on the table. 8till, the time has arrived
when we should place that very silly
arrangement on a satisfuctory hasis. This
year nearly £20,000 is to be handed to
. this irresponsible Board; and to contmue
this slur, that the British Parliamnent will

not trust us to deal humanely with the -

aborigines, is a mistake. I should be
perfectly prepared, at the same time, to

meet the ideas of some people by giving

them every assurance that proper care
will be taken of the aboriginal natives
of this colony. I see, from the report
before the House from the Aborigines
Protection Board, that this unfortunate
raceisreducing innumbers. Weknow they
will reduce, and, eventually, disappear;
but, as a man who travels through the
land considerably, I say the aborigines
are treated by the settlers humanely, and

wherever attemptls are made at inhuman.

ity, every man seems to jook on it as his
duty to see that such cases are fairly
investigated, and to see that no recurrence
shall happen., I should be glad if the
Premier could find time to lay on the
table the despatches from the Secretary
of State regarding this Aborigines Pro-
tection Board, so that we may deal with
it in a way sutisfactory to the country.
With regard to the principle of payment
of members, [ have ever been an advocate
of it, ag I could never find any sold
reason against it; though I wmust say
that, sinee its introduction througheout
Australia, it has been an abject failure.
T constder that failure is not due to any
weakness of the principle, but simply to
the means that have Dbeen adopted to
secure individual members with means of
subsistence. That is a matter that should
never be in the hands of any Govern-
ment, s0 as to give them ihe power of
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choice, and, if a man is unable to give all
his time, let the people put their hands in
their own pockets. In that way there
would be a spirit of independence estab-
lished right throngh the principle, that
selection should be as wide as possible,
so that the manhood of the country
should have the opportunity of returning
members to Parliament. I congratulaie
the country on the Bill now submnitted.
The goldfields will, I think, be satisfied
with the liberal treatment they have re-
ceived. I have nof a shadow of doubt
that they will so avail themselves of the
advantages that they will add to valuable
legislation by the class of men they will
return. The member for East Perth was
very right when he said, “The gotdfields
fellows are not such 2 terrible lot, though
they do grumble a little; ” but the news-
papers must have something to write
about, and, if there is nothing better,
you must say something about the Gov-
ernment, and it is so much easier to say
something against them. I do net think
it affects the Attorney General, but it
may the Premier, as I hear he is a deep
student of the newspapers. I think the
class of men sent in will aid our legisla-
tion very much; and the spirit that
seems to have risen lately, of running
one industry against another, will dis-

© appear day by day, as various localities
- have equitable representation, and the

allotting salaries placed in their hands .

—a power that could he worked very
much to the injury of the country.
It is known that it has heen worked to
the injury of one of the colomies, and
that there s majority was kept together
for years by a threat that if certain mem-
bers did not give their support to doubt-
ful measures, the (fosernment would
demand a dissolution, and members would
have to risk their re-election and their
salaries. To my mind the principle is
unassailable; but the payment of mem-
bers should come from the people who
select the candidate.

truth is learned that our industries are
dependent one on another. I shall be
happy to give my assistance for the
speedy passage of this Bill; and T Lope
the time when we go before the country
will not be very long, as during the last
twelve months our population has in-
ereascd more than 50 per cent., and it
places every member of Parliament in a
more sclid position when he realises be
is in touch with the opinion of the day,
and is placing on the statute book
meusures absolutely the desire of the
country. Woman's suffrage will cer-
tainly have my support. I know it is a
matter at present looked on as an ex-
periment in Australia; bat for the last
30 vears the women'’s vote has been exer-
cised tn Australia in mwunicipul matters,
and I do not think they have misused
their power. When we reulise the avenues
opened up for women right throngh the
world, and that they are not absolutely

Give them absolute | dependent ou some one to come along
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and warry them, they should have some
voice in the country. They can unse a
beneficial influence with regard to the
liquor traflic, sanitary matters, and with
regard to sccial matters, in which their
experience and kunowledge must be of
great value to men; but, when the pro-
posal is brought forward, we will have
the opportunity of discussing it. I con-
gratulate the Government on having
adopted the suggestion of the Opposition,
for the appointment of un additional
Minister, and I hope they will not forget
the pruposal for an additional member
for Fremantle, as it is likely to accom-
plish mach good. B

Mg. CLARKSON: In commeon with
other members who have spoken, I con-
gratulate the Government on bringing in
such a measure. Tt is a Bill that satisfies
everyone—even the hon. member for
Nannine, who penerally has some fault
to find with Government measures. I
was afraid that pressure would be brought
to bear on the Government to give the
goldfields a much larger representation,
as I heard something about 15 members
being required for the goldfields; but I
should certainly have opposed such a
preponderance of voting power. I do not
consider the goldfield representatives
would have the iuterests of the colony so
much at heart as those who have been
here longer, and are likely to remain
longer. The hon. member fur Nanbine
never loses the opportunity of intro-
duuing the subject of manhood soffrage,
I do not believe the men on the felds
care much about it. They will not take
the trouble to register their votes; and,
when they have registered their claims,
they won’t vote. Even in the settled
districts, people will not take the trouble
to register their votes; and, when they
have registered them, they won't take the
trouble to vote, as is shown by recent
elections. I am inclined to agree with
the members for Fremantle, that they !
should have another constituency. Their |
claiin seems to be reasonable; and, if !
brought before the House as an amend-
ment, Thope the Government will agree to
it. Tthink they have a fair and reasonable
claim, and I hope it will be agreed to;
but I am opposed to payment of members.
I do not like the idea of paying men for
attending Parliament. The hon. member |
for Nannine wanted to know what objec- |

"
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tion there was 1o it. I think there are
several, and one is that we should have
a class of men that possibly we should
not like. Men who come here for the
sake of getting pay might be very objec-
tionable men.

Mgr. IrninaworTH: They come without
being paid.

Mr. CLARKSON : If we were to have
manhood suffrage in the way suggested,
I am afraid we should have a number of
gentlemen who would not be welcome in
this Legislative Chamber. Woman's
suffrage I am in favour of—that is to a
certain extent. I would not go so far as
to suy I would give every woman a vote,
any more than I would give a vote to
every man; but every woman with ¢ertain
qualificutions and property should have &
vote, and if that amendment is propused
I will support it. I do not think it
necessary to say more on the subject
now, for I believe every member approves
of the Bill almost in its present shape,
though some alterations may be made In
committee. T have much pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

Tuag ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
8. Burt) : I am induced to address a few
words to my friends opposite to me, and
it cannot but be most gratifying to the
Government to find with what satisfac-
tion this Bill seems to have been received
all round the House. and the state of the
House at present testifies to that feeling
of satisfaction. It must not be forgotten
that this is one of the most important
Bills that the Government could place
belore the Assembly, and it promises to
attract a great deal of attention. At one
time this question caused much feeling
on the goldfields; and now that the work
of the Government is on the table,
those people on the fields to whom the
hon. member for Yilgarn alluded—who
were generous enough to suggest that
apy number of members the Government
might give to the fields would be counter-
acted by an equivalent number given
elsewhere—will say they were mistaken
in the opinion they formed of the motives
and intentions of the Government. I¢ is
recognised now that the Governnient were
in close touch with the feeling of the
goldfields, and of the centres of popula-
tion at Perth and Fremantle. Absolutely,
this Bill has been received without adverse
comment; and there is only one mat-
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ter, a small one, which has invited the '

members for Fremantle to suggest an
improvement. I congratulate the mem-
bers for Fremantle on having made the
suggestion in the friendly way they did;
and their suggestion seems to have ““taken
on.”
and that is the feeling of the House—
and if Perth, by its members, join in the
opinion, the Government do not feel that
they have any right te press the House
to reject this proposal. We are quite
willing to consider this point, when it
more properly arises in committee on the
Bill. At the present moment, I am
justified in saying that the Government
will not strongly oppose this additional
member for Fremantle, as it appears to
be the wish of the House that the claim
sbhould be conceded to it. The Govern-
ment, in framing the Bill, and allotting
representation in the several districts,
had their attention drawn to the point
now raised by the members for Fre-
mantle; and I dare say it will be seen
that no injustice has been done to Fre-
mantle in the Bill. But, at the same
time, perbaps there is roowm for the
arguments put forward; and, if members
think there 1s enough to justify an extra
member, I do not think the Government
will be found opposing it. QOne or two
controversial subjects have been drawn in
during the course of the debate, especially
that of payment of members. I never
can see the wisdom or utility of expressing
opinions prematurely; and I think it will
be sufficient, when the question of pay-
ment of members arises, to express my
opinion then. But I think the subject
canuot arise in this particular connection,
as 1t involves the payment of public
money ; and that is a proposal that can
emanate only from the Government, as the
hon. member for Nannine knows, and,
therefore, we are guite within our rights
in reserving our opinions on the matter.
There is a good deal to be sad on both
sides; but, for my own part, I am not

If a fourth member is required—

gure that I ought not to be satisfied in

saying no more on the subject, after the
diverse opinmions expressed from the
Opposition benches.
that the hon. member for Nannine, who
is generally in agreement with the hon.
member for Geraldton, favours payment
of members; while the hon. membher for
Geraldton thinks it iniquitous and detri-

We have learned
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mental to the public interest. Of course,
like evervthing new, it is attractive to some
people; and, when the women first had the
opportunity of voting, ne doubt, in
America, they did flock to the poll; but,
after their curiosity was sahisfied, the
number of women who went a sacond
time to the poll was positively very few;
and now I see, from a paper lately, that
it wasintended, in one or two places where
the systewn had been tried in America, to
repeal the whole thing; and there is no
doubt that, when the matter comes to be
threshed out here, we shall agree that
the whole thing is rubbish, and nothing
else. Thehon. member for Nannine brands
the Act as cumbersome, but it is im-
possible to find an Electoral Act that is
not cumbersome. You cannot frame an
Flectoral Bill that is good and simple.
The provisions in our Electoral Act also
find a place in all measures of this
description. A voter must be an elector
for a certain district, and if we allowed
transfer of votes from omne district to
another, that system might lead to the
packing of one district by eloctors
carrying their moveable votes into an
adjoining district. I, and other members
of the Government, have tried to do some-
thing in this direction, so as to prevent
the anomaly of a man losing his vote
because he may happen to live at the
boundary of, say, East and West Perth,
and lose his vote if, by changing his
residence, he crosses over a certain street;
but the Government bave not been more
successful than were the politicians in
Queensland, when they tried the same
experiment. Although Sir Samuel Griffith
himnself introduced an amendment to
lessen the difficulty and ineonvenience of
a mun having to register again after
removing inte a new district, the transfer
of votes from one district to another was
found to be unworkable in Queensland,
and they gave it up after a time.

Me. InniveworTtH: They have it in
South Awustralia.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
3. Burt): I do not know about South
Aunstralia. The hon. member for Nannine
also asks us to give a liberal franchise.
I think I have done my share for the
attainment of that object when the matter
was before the House in 1888; and vet
we now hear that it is impossible for a
voter to get on the roll. I cannot under-
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stand anyone saying so at the present
moment.

Mr. InoineworTH: I meant in pro-
portion to population.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : Then, as regards the difficulty
of registry in the district alluded te by
the hon. member, surely at Lawler's—or,
indeed, in any place where men have a
desire to get on the roll—there is a. police
inspector, or constable, or postmaster, in
the locality, who has power under the
Act to recerve claims for registration; and,
in fact, one or other of these officers is
generally to be found wherever there are
100 persens settled in a district. Then,
again, the time or date for getting on the

rollis not now limited, aund registration. |

can take place all the year round. I do
not think the facilities for easy registra-
tion uuder this Act can be surpassed.
The hon. member also desired that a
miner’s right should estitle to a vote;
but there is a great difference between the
holder of a miner’s right as compared
with a lessee of the Crown who pays £10
a year for a lease of land. If, however,
the lessee paid only £9, he would not got
the franchise. My experience leads me
to think that the class of man for whom
the hon. member wishes to obtain the
frauchise cares little or nothing about
politics. ‘The man who is a politician is
ong, as the hon. member knows, who has
little or nothing else to do except husy
Limself in politics ; and one strong objec-
tion brought against payment of mem.-
bers is that such men are not reliable or
desirable, Lecause they make politics a
business for getting the pay. I think
the hon. mewmber’s stricbures on the
Electoral Act are undeserved. The
terms of that Act are very liberal, and
cannot, I think, be improved on. With
regard to the suggestion of the hon.
member for Geraldton to insert a clause
in the Bill dealing with the Abor-
igines  Protection Board, T may re-
mind him that the Bill passed by this
House last scssion for repealing the par-
ticular provision in the Constitution Act |
reluting to this Board, is now before the |
Secretary of State in London ; and, being
thus in suspense, it would be improper
and unconstitutional for this House to |
I

again pass a measure somewhat of the !
pature of the Bill now before the Secre- |

tary of State. In conclusion, I would -
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like to express my thanks to all hon.

. members of this House for the way in

which they have received this Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOQURNMEN'T.
The House adjourned at 10 o'clock,
p-m., until next day.

Pegielntibe Jssembly,
Thursday, 30th July, 1896.

Question: Reported Disgraceinl Scenes at Kalgooriie—
Queastion : Repairs to Alany Jettyr—Queskion :
Alleged Statements by Member for York : personal
explunution—Cuestion : Clouse 11 of Gollfelds Act
—Eompm]ies Act Amendment Bill: first rending—
Noxious Weeds Bill: first rending—Statutory De-
clorations Bill : first reading-~Snle of Liquors Regu-
lation Bill: first reading—Streets and Reads
Closure (Enstern Hailway} Bill: third reading—
Adoption of Children Bill: third reading—‘' Han-
sard” Reporting Stafl: report of select committee—
Constitution Act Amendment Bill: in committee—
Adjournment.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—REPORTED DISGRACEFUL
SCENES AT KALGOORLIE.

Mr. RANDELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether he had
received complaints of any indecent and
disgraceful scenes ovcurring in Hannan
Street, Kalgoorlie, or whether his atten-
tion had been called to a letter appearing
on the subject in the Kalgoorlie Miner of
July 27. Tf it had not been lrought
under his notice, whether he would cause
inquiries tv be made, and, if the evil were
found to exist, give directions to the
police or other authority to have the
nuisance suppressed.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest)
replied that he had not read the letter

i referred to, but that the hon. member’'s

guestion had heen forwarded to the Com-
missioner of Police, who bad been asked
to make a full inquiry into the matter.



